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“Every minute of the Belfast International
Homecoming was interesting and enjoyable.
The days were packed with opportunities to learn
about this beautiful city - its built environment,
its history, its people. Boston and Belfast have
significant things in common - our innovative
economies, our vibrant arts communities, our
need to plan for sea level rise. We’re learning
from each other and there’s no better way
to do it than by joining the conversations
that are featured in the Belfast International
Homecoming. I’ll certainly be back.”
Brian P. Golden,
Director, Boston Planning & Development Agency

Whether this is your first Belfast International Homecoming, or you are returning to
see the recent changes in our dynamic society, you are equally welcome because it is
your friendship and the interest you take in us that we value most dearly.
The cranes in Belfast today speak to a new and emerging self-confidence amongst its
citizens. However, with a modest population, we know that our success will depend on
our ability to deploy our big hearts and to reach out to those whose DNA is here but
who now live and work in other jurisdictions, that is, to our Diaspora friends.
The Belfast International Homecoming is an opportunity for you to immerse yourself
in who we are and how we are developing as an entrepreneurial society, and to see the
potential we have to achieve even more as we embrace both change and diversity in a
spirit of mutual tolerance and respect.
I look forward to seeing you soon. Fáilte abhaile. Welcome home.
Howard Hastings | Chair, Visit Belfast
Host | The Belfast International Homecoming | An Teacht Abhaile

In February of this year Deloitte launched the first ever Belfast Crane Survey
which highlighted over 30 schemes under construction in the city. You need
only look at the skyline to see the scale of regeneration and development
and to get a sense of the great opportunity in Belfast at this time.
This development is being driven by the growth in tourism and education
with further development opportunities in office accommodation to come.
A great place to live, visit and do business, we also have an amazing talent
offer that will sustain the further development of key clusters such as cyber,
fin tech and film and animation. The Belfast International Homecoming
2017 offers us an excellent platform to showcase our ambition for future
growth and investment.
Jackie Henry
Partner | Consulting | Deloitte MCS Limited

Earlier this year, We Are Social and Hootsuite revealed in their Digital Overview Report
over half of the world’s population is using the internet.
The Fourth Industrial Revolution, as Professor Klaus Schwab of the World Economic
Forum has dubbed it, is rapidly changing the social, economic and cultural landscape
of everyone on this planet.
It is a world where intelligent homes, self-driving cars, drone deliveries and robot health
carers are no longer the fanciful preserve of science fiction writers like Arthur C Clarke
or Philip K Dick. It is a world where more than half of the world’s web traffic comes
from mobile phones and more than half of the global population has a smartphone.
That rapid pace of change is posing a major challenge for businesses to adjust their
operating models. It is challenging educationalists, scientists, community and political
leaders to change the way they think and act at a local and national level. And it is
transforming the way cities operate - how they look and how they feel.
With the world evolving rapidly, events like the Belfast International Homecoming take
on an even greater importance. Not only has it been an important showcase for the
creativity, ingenuity and talent of this city but it has provided valuable thinking space
for leaders in the city to take stock of where Belfast is and where we want it to be.
As a bank whose roots are firmly in this city, Ulster Bank recognises and values the
importance of having an annual event that enables the city and its allies to think
about how Belfast is adapting to a rapidly changing world. It is why we have been
proud to have been associated with the Belfast International Homecoming since 2014
and wish this year’s event every success.
Dan McGinn
Corporate Affairs & Communications Manager NI | Ulster Bank
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Focussing on three key themes: the
physical development of the city;
promoting entrepreneurship; and
attracting and keeping talent, a host
of our international Diaspora joined
with local thought leaders and business
trailblazers in working to boost the
peace through economic development.
The hugely successful event, which
took place between 12th and 14th
of October, saw delegates from the
US, Australia, Scotland and England
among others, help shape discussions
on progressing prosperity whilst forging
relationships and making pledges
that translate into solid actions.
From the opening address by the
President of Quinnipiac University,
John Lahey, to the closing remarks at

the residence of the US Consul General,
Dan Lawton, a host of major themes
continued to emerge from the three
days of discussions. Entrepreneurialism
and using smart talent, regeneration
and boosting tourism were among
the many issues discussed and taken
forward by our committed delegates.
Those delegates included civic leaders
and mayors from the US and the Basque
Country, entrepreneurs, investors, tourism
supremos and artists. This rich and varied
vein of talent, expertise and goodwill,
helped build not only our business
and investment, but on previous
years’ relationships with Diaspora
who are now firm friends. Those firm
friendships provide the springboard
for the Belfast International
Homecoming 2017. We look
forward to seeing you there.
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Belief in a Belfast
on the rise
The planned doubling in capacity of Belfast’s hotel
bed spaces reflects, not only the soaring confidence in
our burgeoning tourism industry, but a belief in a city
on the rise. With Hastings Hotels leading the charge
with the £30 million Grand Central Hotel, its 300 luxury
bedrooms will join a proposed 3,500 new hotel rooms.
That optimism is abundant too at
our stunning visitor attractions, also
predicting a 65 per cent leap in growth
over the coming 12 months. Nowhere
is this more apparent than in our
flagship attraction, Titanic Belfast
which in December clinched the
accolade of best tourist attraction
in the world. That success is being
built upon with the restoration of the
historic Drawing Rooms where RMS
Titanic and 1,000 other ships were
conceived and designed. The former
Harland & Wolff Headquarters building
and Drawing Offices will include a
four-star boutique hotel and public
heritage space. The development of
the four-storey, 120-bedroom hotel is
being managed by Titanic Quarter Ltd
and will be the world’s most authentic
Titanic-themed hotel.

A £400 million redevelopment of
Belfast city centre is also due to break
ground in the coming months as the
Royal Exchange project gets underway.
In what will be one of Belfast’s biggest
redevelopment projects in the last
decade, the 12-acre site will be home
to a mixed used development of
residential, retail and leisure as well
as office space.

Also at the Titanic Quarter will be
a new £26.5m office development
with the potential for housing 1,500
workers in Grade A office space. Led
by Titanic Quarter Ltd and Belfast
Harbour, the 148,000 square foot
development will be named Olympic
House after Titanic Belfast’s sister ship.
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“This is the place to be, this is the place to invest
and I say that as someone with investments here.
We grow these people who make the world fantastic.
If you give us an opportunity we will not let you
down, we have people who make things happen.”
Peter Dixon, Chairman of Lionrai Investments and Phoenix Energy Holdings
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“Belfast City Council has been a supporter of the
Belfast International Homecoming since its inception.
We value this annual event which provides a further
platform for promoting Belfast to an international
audience for business, investment, increased business
and leisure tourism and educational linkages. Our
work in these areas is going from strength to strength
and I am delighted that our Sister City of Nashville
will join us in Belfast for this event as part of their
ongoing yearly commitments to lead an inward
business and education mission to Belfast.”
Suzanne Wylie

Chief Executive, Belfast City Council

10 | Belfast International Homecoming 2017 | An Teacht Abhaile
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Entrepreneurial
spirit sparked
and supported at
business hatchery

A great city that
gives to the world

With a focus on ‘Sparking Growth’ at the 2016
Belfast International Homecoming, delegates
were given the opportunity to visit the Belfast
hub of the world’s largest free accelerator
for early stage and growing ventures.

“Belfast is again a city of the future, a driving dynamic
city that is fully back on the path to huge growth.”
Honorary Chair of Belfast International Homecoming 2016
and Chairman and CEO of ASG & Partners, Colin Anderson OBE.

Welcoming guests to “one of the
greatest cities in the world”, Honorary
Chair of Belfast International
Homecoming 2016 and Chairman
and CEO of ASG & Partners, Colin
Anderson OBE, asked delegates for just
one thing: their confidence. This city
of achievement, of success, of people
who built some of the greatest nations
in the world: a city of work, building,
technology and brains, this city is a
giver, he declared.

partnership and collaboration, to create
opportunities, to make our companies
great – or even greater.

Entrepreneurial Spark®, powered by
Ulster Bank, has worked with over
200 businesses in its Belfast hub
since it opened in March 2016 with
a particular focus on building the
people who build businesses. With
the help of Entrepreneurial Spark’s
business enablers, participants on
the programme take a rigorous look
at their business models, assess the
ability to scale up their ventures and
learn how to do a sixty second pitch.

“That’s what this Homecoming is all
about. We want your confidence in us,
in the connections, in the networks, the
synergies, but most of all in the people
here. We speak your language, we want
to do business together.

Outlining Belfast’s commitment to its
stature as a centre of international
excellence and a best in class
location, Colin - who also heads up
Webrecruit Ireland and B-Secur Ltd stated, “We want to work with you in

CS Lewis Centenary Sculpture
at CS Lewis Square

“We want to give to those who are interested in
doing business with us and we want to give our
city’s expertise to all those interested in working
with us. And, yes, we want to take as well, we want
to take just one thing - your confidence.”
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Guests to the hub in Belfast’s Lombard
Street – many of whom embody
the “go do” spirit being nurtured
by Entrepreneurial Spark – met
entrepreneurs who, in the past year
alone, have created 231 jobs, raised
£5.3 million in investments and created
£11,950,070 in turnover. Early stage
businesses from craft beer distributors
to solar thermal heating, are being
supported in the hub by the enablers,
Ulster Bank and other partners in
KPMG, Dell EMC and Pinsent & Mason’s
who use their experience and their
networks to make the entrepreneurs
credible, backable and investable.

The programme, which has hubs in
12 other cities in Scotland, England
and Wales, has recently embarked
on a new model that will build even
more people who build even better
businesses. This model provides
specialised, bespoke enablement for a
range of ventures from small start-ups
leaving the kitchen table to midweight
Fintech entrepreneurs needing a
boost, through to well established
businesses wishing to scale-up and
grow into international markets.

Joyce O’Sullivan, Founder, SocMediaFin Inc.
meets entrepreneurs at
Entrepreneurial Spark®
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The Irish Disapora and
Belfast’s peacemakers:
Building bridges through
knowledge acquisition

A new gold dream:
From Kilmarnock
to Belfast
(via Glasgow)

“Quinnipiac University is, and will remain, committed
to helping build bridges between the Irish Diaspora
and Ireland’s and Belfast’s peacemakers.”

Business and social entrepreneur Marie Macklin,
the owner and executive chair of Macklin Enterprise
Partnerships, spoke at last year’s Homecoming of
her “gold dream” of an aspirational, entrepreneurial
Northern Ireland with opportunities for all.

Professor John Lahey, President Quinnipiac University, New Haven,
Connecticut, USA

The place of colleges and universities
as powerful vehicles for building
bridges was highlighted by one of Irish
America’s most prominent leaders
at Homecoming 2016. Speaking just
half a mile from the University of
Ulster’s £260 million Belfast campus
redevelopment, President of Quinnipiac
University, John Lahey heralded
education as a bridge to prosperity and
peace. Citing the Connecticut college’s
proven track record of collaboration
with Ireland – not least ‘Ireland’s Great
Hunger Museum and Institute’ at the
university – Professor Lahey pledged
ongoing and targeted support in the
work towards lasting peace.
“With your encouragement and
enlightenment we can increase our
activities, particularly in Belfast and
Northern Ireland, in the advancement
of economic development, cultural

and educational exchanges, sports
and efforts focussed towards peace
and reconciliation.”
With Quinnipiac taking part in Belfast’s
second annual Friendship Four college’s
ice hockey competition – fashioned
in the image of Boston’s ‘Beanpot’
Tournament – Professor Lahey
highlighted the partnership event
as a “shining example of the powers
of collaboration and education
through sports.”
The 2015 event marked the first time
that NCAA college ice hockey was
played outside of North America. In
2016, ECAC’s St Lawrence University,
Hockey East’s University of Vermont
and University of Massachusetts joined
Quinnipiac University at the event
which will be held again this year.
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A pioneer in investing in special
purpose funds, Marie spoke of the
pioneer who went before her, her
Granny McBride, “the brave woman
who sailed across the Straits of Moyle
from Belfast in the 1800s with hope
and belief in her heart.”
The trailblazing entrepreneur spoke
of the opportunities which result
from collaboration, partnerships and
friendship and her certainty that
Belfast has the opportunity to deliver
its own gold dream through building
on its international reputation and the
foundations laid by its forefathers.
“In this, the 21st century, a fourth
Industrial Revolution has dawned
– the digital and cyber age. This,
accompanied by emerging markets,
is where I see huge opportunities.
“The fourth Industrial Revolution has
the potential to raise global income
levels and improve the quality of life
for populations around the world. And
with the talent and vision I see here in
Belfast, I truly believe you will be at the
forefront of this revolution.”

Marie was adamant that the private,
public and third sectors need to work
together, to collaborate to beat the
challenges that face a post-Brexit
United Kingdom.
“The Belfast Chamber of Trade &
Commerce recently launched their
Belfast 1st Manifesto. Built around five
core policies, it aims to make Belfast a
self-governing city: improve access and
infrastructure; grow the city’s position
as a world-class tech city; promote
fairer rates and taxes; and reinvent
the city centre.”
She welcomed the establishment of a
new Innovation Factory in the former
Mackies Engineering workshops in
Belfast, saying: “This is the new gold
dream – putting entrepreneurs and
job creation first! This is community
collaboration striding forward, not
standing back doing nothing.”
Marie affirmed her belief that Belfast
is open for business, with its own gold
dream powered by a talented workforce
with an entrepreneurial flair.

Business and Investment Conference | 15

Moves on human
rights addressed
at legal symposium
Human rights lawyers from the US and Ireland
joined a law academic and an investigative
journalist and author at the Royal Courts of
Justice to discuss legal and equality issues at last
year’s event, not least the British government’s
plan to repeal the Human Rights Act.
Described as “fundamental in giving
life to the Good Friday Agreement”
by Professor of Human Rights Law at
Queen’s University, Colin Harvey, the
Act is to be scrapped in favour of a
British Bill of Rights by the Conservative
government in London. Professor
Harvey, who has held visiting positions
at the University of Michigan, Fordham
University and the London School of
Economics, said the move was part of
“a sustained assault on the concept and
practice of human rights” and showed
“scant regard for the fundamental
principles of our peace process”.
He told the symposium, hosted by
The Bar of Northern Ireland and
convened by Niall Murphy of KRW
Law, that the current Westminster
agenda does not reflect a pluralist,
multi-cultural and constitutional
society and must be opposed.
“We are facing a constitutional crisis
and are in a constitutional moment,”
he said. “The British government’s
move to repeal the Human Rights Act
and replace it with a British Bill of
Rights risks undermining the core of
all the agreements made since, and
including, the Good Friday Agreement.”

Professor Harvey told the gathering,
which included a host of overseas
lawyers including Judge Francine
Schott from New Jersey, John Foley
of Foley Law Offices in Boston and
Deirdre Murphy of Seyforth Shaw
UK LLP, that the human rights
which had been central to making
our process work must be robustly
defended in the time ahead.
Professor Harvey was joined on the
panel by Tom Fitzpatrick, a director
of the law firm of Davis, Malm &
D’Agostine, PC in Boston. Tom, a
trial lawyer with a practice focused
primarily on business, corporate, and
commercial litigation, also serves as
outside counsel to the City of Boston
and has been a member of the
city’s delegations to Belfast as part
of the Sister City Agreement. In his
address, ‘Justice on the Street’, Tom
discussed ‘stop and frisk’ policies’
in the US and stressed the right of
every citizen to demand fairness from
their police forces. The symposium
was also addressed by journalist
Ian Cobain and Pete Weatherby QC
of GCN Chambers in England.
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The Spirit of the
Diaspora soars
in business and
peace supremo
“It was an honour to present the Spirit of Diaspora
Award to Jim Clerkin. Jim has a proven track record
over many years of supporting the peace and
our political, social and economic progress.
“Through his personal dedication and determination
promoting business opportunities and investment
in the north of Ireland many lives have been
improved. Jim has been a real champion of
reconciliation who never forgot his roots.”

Andrew Cowan, CEO NI Connections, Connla
McCann, Director Belfast International
Homecoming, Jim Clerkin, CEO, Moët
Hennessy USA and Martin McGuinness,
former Deputy First Minister

Martin McGuinness, Deputy First Minister, May 2007 – January 2017

A peace and prosperity ambassador
who heads up a billion dollar, global
drinks company became the latest
recipient of the Spirit of the Diaspora
Award at last year’s Homecoming event.
President and CEO of Moët Hennessy
North America, Jim Clerkin received
the award from the former deputy
First Minister, Martin McGuinness,
who passed away earlier this year.
The Rostrevor-born businessman,
who is the longest serving CEO of
a drinks company in the US, has
also spent a quarter of a century
supporting Co-Operation Ireland, the
all-island peace building charity.
Sponsored by Northern Irish
Connections, the Spirit of the Diaspora
award was bestowed in recognition
of Jim’s ongoing commitment to
promoting Northern Irish business
and cultural links around the world.

After receiving the award from
former deputy First Minister Martin
McGuinness, he said: “To receive the
Spirit of the Diaspora Award is an
honour. I hope that the award will
inspire others to get involved in helping
Northern Ireland live up to its potential,
whether they are living at home or
abroad. It is now essential that the
Diaspora plays a role in informing
Northern Ireland’s future ambitions.”

Andrew Cowan, chief executive,
Northern Irish Connections
commented: “Jim has been one
of the most prominent members
of the Northern Irish Diaspora for
some time. The award is testament
to his willingness to bring together
business and cultural connections
to benefit Northern Ireland.”

Quoting former President of Ireland
and Belfast native, Mary McAleese, Mr
Clerkin spoke of the Irish Disapora’s
spirit “walking to a different beat, that
of the motherland” and stressed the
need to “remain connected” at home
and abroad. Dedicating the award
to “all the men and women of the
Diaspora”, he added, “May their spirit
keep on beating with the sound of
the motherland”.
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Belfast campus
transformation
marks a new era
for education
A £260 million development on the northern edge
of the city, Ulster University’s revamped York Street
campus marks a new era for education and is a step
change in Belfast’s ambitions to create a world-class
city centre in which to live, work and learn.
Joining top ranking educational
establishments such as Queen’s
University and St Mary’s and Stranmills
university colleges, the transformative
development will become a campus for
13,000 students, bringing close to £100
million in annual student spending –
a tangible opportunity for local
and social retail spaces.
The enhanced Belfast campus will
bring the academic and research
expertise and experience of Ulster
University into the heart of the
city, creating a modern, dynamic,
innovative, inspiring teaching and
learning environment, and will become
a centre for world-leading research
and innovation that will have both
local impact and global significance.
A campus in, and of, the city, it will
bring the university closer to local
businesses and the local community,
enhancing the institution’s contribution
to the social, economic and cultural
life of the city and region. It will
create many more opportunities for
partnership working and collaboration
with residential, commercial, cultural
and social neighbours, ensuring the
whole community is involved with,
and is part of, university life.

“As Northern Ireland’s civic university, we stay
connected to and support our international network
of graduates who are making an impact all over the
world. The transformation of our Belfast campus
will further strengthen our relationships. It will be a
centre of academic excellence, delivering the highest
standards in student experience and accessible to
all. Through strong civic leadership, collaboration
and innovation, the campus will build on our strong
international reputation, enhancing our place at the
centre of Northern Ireland’s global competitiveness.”
Professor Paddy Nixon, Vice-Chancellor and President, Ulster University
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