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Thursday, 17th October 2019
10am

Registration. Tea and Coffee

10:15-10:20am

Welcome by Niall Murphy, Partner, KRW Law and Curator of The Belfast International
Homecoming Legal Symposium

10:20-10:25am

Welcome by Suzanne Rice, President, Law Society of NI

10:25-10:30am

Welcome by John Finucane, Mayor of Belfast and Partner in City Centre law practice of
Finucane Toner.

10:30-10:45am

The Evolution of the Northern Ireland Legal Services Sector
Moira Loughran - Client & Sector Manager (Financial, Professional & Legal Services),
Invest Northern Ireland

10:45-12:30pm

SESSION 1 – WOMEN IN LAW
The Law Society of NI and The Bar have partnered this year to deliver a series of lectures
‘Women In Law’ that gives a platform to talented and experienced women working in
legal profession with the hope of inspiring the next wave of young lawyers-male and
female.

10:45-11:35am

‘Human Rights in the Judicial Review Court and the European Court of Human
Rights: A study of the Finucane case in the Supreme Court and Strasbourg’
Fiona Doherty QC and Gemma McKeown from The Committee
on the Administration of Justice.

11:35-12:pm

"When CEDAW and UNSCR1325 need not apply: Gender and dealing with the past:
the obligations, the gaps and the opportunities"
Andree Murphy – Deputy Director, Relatives for Justice

12-12:30pm

“Judicial Reflections. When they won't let you in the Club”
Hon.Francine A. Schott, JSC (ret), Purcell, Mulcahy & Flanagan LLC, New Jersey
Judge Schott recently returned to the private sector after 25 years of service as a judge of
the Superior Court of the State of New Jersey. During her tenure with the Court, Judge
Schott presided over diverse cases in the Civil, Family and Juvenile Division, devoting most
of her career to litigations involving civil disputes. Judge Schott is presently an independent
consultant, advising lawyers on litigation and settlement strategies in complex cases and
assisting companies with investigations involving claims of discrimination and/or
harassment, providing advice both as to remediation and prevention.

12:30-1:15pm

Lunch

Programme:
1:15-3:30pm

SESSION 2 -TRANSATLANTIC PERSPECTIVES ON THE FREEDOM OF SPEECH
Journalists are on the front lines, sounding the first alarm, questioning official accounts,
looking into difficult and dangerous issues and – at their best – asking questions that
demand an answer and telling truths that must be heard.
In the face of a sustained campaign of harassment, intimidation and lack of
accountability, it is incumbent on Governments and the international community to
protect journalists and media workers, and to create the conditions they need to do their
essential work, and to investigate and prosecute the perpetrators of attacks on them.
In this session we examine this global phenomena which has stretched from the birth of
the concept of Fake News, to the very real threat that journalists face on both sides of the
Atlantic.

1:15-1:50pm

“Congress shall make no law abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press”
Fake News, Press Freedom and the First Amendment
Jennifer Frankola – President of the Brehon Law Society of New York
Over the last half century, the U.S. Supreme Court has repeatedly affirmed the right of
the media under the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution to publish any material
they lawfully acquire, even when it may have been unlawfully acquired by a source in the
first instance. This is an essential American civil liberty and has led to a vast array of
journalism in the public interest, particularly in national security matters where
government secrecy is at its zenith.
The First Amendment prevents both federal and state governments from enacting
any laws that “abridge” the freedom of speech and of the press.

1:50-2:30pm

Press Freedom and Journalists Under Attack
Barry MacDonald QC
Barry represented journalist Trevor Birney at a landmark judicial review application in
June 2019 wherein he successfully challenged the lawfulness of search warrants which
led to the search of Mr Birney’s home and business as well as his arrest in August 2018.

3pm-3:30pm

"The Mary McAleese Question: Should all Irish citizens vote for the President?"
Mark Bassett BL
There was meant to be a referendum in Ireland in October 2019 to enable all Irish
citizens living outside the State to vote in presidential elections. The Convention on the
Constitution in 2013 voted 78% in favour of extending the vote in Irish presidential
elections to citizens abroad.
The President is head of the nation. Ever since Mary Robinson lit a candle in the window
of the Áras, the Irish President has represented something special to the Irish diaspora.
Both President McAleese and President Higgins have continued that tradition of
speaking directly to and including the Irish diaspora.
Irish citizenship is not dependent on residency and political participation is an inherent
aspect of citizenship. That is why over 130 countries worldwide extend the right to vote
to their citizens abroad.

Speakers:
Suzanne Rice – President of the Law Society
Suzanne Rice qualified as a solicitor in 2003, and is a specialist in all aspects of Family Law and
most notably Divorce and Children’s Law. Suzanne currently works for McKeown and Company
Solicitors in Belfast which is a young and dynamic law firm specialising in Criminal Law, Family
Law and Plaintiff Litigation based in the City Centre. She is an Advanced Advocate Solicitor and
is on the Northern Ireland Guardian Ad Litem Panel as well as the Law Society of Northern
Ireland’s Family Law Committee. In 2009 Suzanne qualified as a Collaborative Divorce Solicitor
and in 2010 she became legal advisor to the Family Care Society in Adoption Matters and she
is currently a board member of the Children’s Law Centre Management Board. As Law Society
President Suzanne will continue to underscore the importance of the network of solicitor firms
across Northern Ireland which provides the community with advice and access to a solicitor of
their choice and therefore access to justice, as well as to showcase the legal services provided
by Northern Ireland legal firms to wider audiences.
Mark Bassett BL
Mark is a barrister in independent practise at the Northern Ireland Bar. He specialises in civil
litigation and judicial review. He has also taught European Union law at Queens University
Belfast since 2008. Mark is lecturer and course co-ordinator for “Trials of the Troubles” in the
Open Learning programme in Queen’s University, Belfast. Mark reviews the issue of presidential
voting rights in an Irish Presidential Election for citizens residing outside the jurisdiction of
Republic of Ireland. Mark reflects on international comparative practice for external voting,
citizenship under the constitution, history of voting rights in the State and current proposals to
extend voting rights.

Fiona Doherty QC
Fiona is Queens Counsel at the Bar of Northern Ireland specialising in Coronial Law and Judicial
Review. She is Chair of the Bar of Northern Ireland’s Professional Conduct Committee. Fiona
is a Board Member of The PILS Project (Public Interest Litigation Support) an NGO which
encourages adherence to the rule of law, human rights and equality, through the use of public
interest litigation in Northern Ireland and a former Chair and Board Member of the Committee
on the Administration of Justice. Fiona will provide a case study of the litigation concerning the
murder of solicitor Patrick Finucane, in which she has represented Mrs Finucane before the
European Court of Human Rights and the UK Supreme Court. Fiona is instructed in many
legacy inquests, and has recently appeared for families of those bereaved as a result of atrocities
at Kingsmill, Ballymurphy and Loughinisland.
John Finucane – Mayor of Belfast
John Finucane qualified as a solicitor in 2008 and in 2011 founded the firm of Finucane Toner
Solicitors. The practice is a recognised leader in the field of criminal defence and human rights.
John was one of 5 young international lawyers celebrated by New York based NGO Human
Rights First in 2008 as lawyers to watch for the future. John is the son of Pat Finucane and is
a long term campaigner for The Pat Finucane Inquiry. John has recently entered politics and
in May 2019 was elected as Sinn Féin councillor for Castle Ward, and was installed as Mayor
of Belfast the same month. John is a keen sportsman and has represented Antrim at all ages
and continues to play for his club Lámh Dhéarg.

Speakers:
Jennifer Frankola – President of the Brehon Law Society of New York
Jennifer is an arbitrator for the American Arbitration Association and an attorney in New York. A
first generation American, Jennifer's mother was born in Co. Sligo and her father was born in
Istria, Croatia. Jennifer is the first in her family to become a lawyer. Jennifer entered the City
University of New York (CUNY) School of Law, a law school with a mission of ‘law in the service
of human needs’. She received her Juris Doctorate in 2007. For the past decade, Jennifer has
represented and litigated civil rights cases on behalf of families of children with learning, physical
and emotional disabilities at the local, state and federal levels. In 2016, Jennifer was elected as
president of the Brehon Law Society of New York, a law society founded in 1978 by Paul
O'Dwyer and Frank Durkan and dedicated to peace and justice in Ireland. Jennifer lives in
New York City with her husband, Jared, a national broadcast news network writer and producer,
and their two year old daughter, Hope Maire Crawford.

Moira Loughran - Invest Northern Ireland
Client & Sector Manager (Financial, Professional & Legal Services)
Moira is a Client & Sector Development Manager for Financial & Professional Services
in Invest NI’s Technology & Services Division, with a particular focus on legal services. She
manages a team of executives, works with a portfolio of major existing investors and has
responsibility for the development and implementation of Invest NI’s legal sector development
strategy. Her key strategic priorities for the NI legal sector are increased internationalisation and
the growth of a more expansive cluster in the region. A business & languages graduate from
Ulster University with a post graduate diploma in Human Resource Management, Moira has
worked in economic development for over15 years. Before moving to her current role in client,
team and sector management in2018, Moira worked as Regional Manager in Invest NI, leading
a team to help develop the economy by assisting new export focused companies and existing
SME’s to grow in new markets.
Barry Macdonald QC, SC
A past Chair of the N. Ireland Bar’s Human Rights Advisory Committee, Barry specialises in
judicial review, with a particular interest in human rights and constitutional issues. He has been
a Queen’s Counsel since 2000 (having been obliged to take his own judicial review to challenge
- and ultimately reverse - the Lord Chancellor’s refusal to change a declaration of service to the
Queen as part of the appointment procedure) and Senior Counsel in the Republic of Ireland
since 2001. He appeared in the Bloody Sunday Inquiry and has represented families in a
number of major inquests and judicial reviews arising out of legacy cases, including the family
of Pat Finucane. He was recently involved in challenging the UK Government’s policy on Brexit
and is currently engaged in litigation concerning the vacuum in government in Northern Ireland
following the collapse of the devolved institutions. Barry represents journalist Trevor Birney in
his judicial review against the police arising out of the raid on his home and business premises.
Gemma McKeown – Committee on the Administration of Justice
Gemma is a solicitor with the Committee on the Administration of justice (CAJ), which is an
independent human rights organisation with cross community membership in Northern Ireland
and beyond. A key area of her work is on legacy matters and addressing the obligation on the
state to investigate unresolved deaths and torture arising from the conflict. This includes
appearing for next of kin in inquest and judicial review proceedings and making representations
to the Council of Europe’s Committee of Ministers, UN Human Rights Committee and Committee
against Torture. Gemma will outline CAJ’s regular engagement with the Committee of Ministers,
as it oversees the UK’s compliance with Strasbourg court judgments into a number of deaths,
including that of Pat Finucane, in which it was found to have violated Article 2 ECHR (right to
life).

Speakers:
Andrée Murphy
Andrée is the Deputy Director of Relatives for Justice. She led and directed a Peace III funded
programme for women bereaved by conflict highlighting their needs in a transitional justice and
conflict resolution environment. This was and remains a unique project of its kind. Andree is a
reputable journalist and political commentator, specializing in written and broadcast analysis
regarding conflict resolution and women’s empowerment. She is a founder member of the multidisciplinary Gender Legacy Implementation Group which developed the Gender Principles for
Dealing with the Legacy of the Past and associated documents.
Andrée has been part of an extensive political lobby on the need to apply UNSCR1325 to
the Stormont House Agreement Legacy Mechanisms. This work has included international
advocacy in both the US and Europe, speaking at a US Congressional Hearing of the Tom
Lantos Commission on the subject of the need to apply UNSCR1325 to the proposals for dealing
with the past, and the UN Committee against Torture regarding the ongoing lack of
implementation of agreed mechanisms and the impact on families affected by the conflict.
Niall Murphy
Niall is a partner at KRW Law LLP, a leading human rights practice, based in Belfast. The
practice is instructed by a significant number of clients engaged in legacy litigation relating to
conflict related deaths and injuries, appearing for those bereaved as a result of atrocities such
as Loughinisland, Claudy, Clonoe, Kingsmill, the Dublin-Monaghan and McGurks Bar Bombings,
the Glenanne Gang series of killings, Ormeau Road Bookmakers, the 1974 Birmingham Pub
Bombing amongst others. Niall is a Director of Belfast based NGO, Relatives for Justice and has
made representations at the European Parliament in Brussels, to the EU Human Rights
Commissioner in Strasbourg and also to the UN Human Rights Committee in Geneva as well
as having presented lectures to Universities in Washington, Pittsburgh, Jersey City, Fordham
University New York and Harvard, Massachusetts. In April 2019, Niall was recognised by the
Office of the State Comptroller of New York for his outstanding service in raising public
awareness about the potential serious implications of the United Kingdom’s planned withdrawal
from the European Union.
Hon. Francine A. Schott JSC (Ret.)
Judge Schott is a valedictorian graduate of Seton Hall University School of Law, a former Deputy
Attorney General for the State of New Jersey and a founding member of the law firm of Genova
Burns & Schott (now Genova Burns). One of the youngest individuals ever appointed as a Judge
of the Superior Court of the State of New Jersey, Judge Schott served on the bench for 25 years,
presiding over cases in the Civil, Criminal and Family Divisions of the Court. Recently returning
to the private sector, Judge Schott is presently an independent consultant. In that capacity she
advises lawyers on litigation strategies in complex cases, acts as an independent arbitrator and
mediator and conducts workplace investigations into claims of discrimination and/or harassment.
Judge Schott is admitted to practice in the Supreme Court of the State of New Jersey and the
United States District Court for the Eastern District of New York. She is a member of the National
Association of Women Judges and the International Association Woman Judges. She was
recently honored by the Ancient Order of Hibernians for her contributions to the local Irish
Community and in 2018 was honored to receive a Belfast Ambassador Award.

