
Brendan Monaghan, CEO of Homecoming business
partners Neuda, with Belfast-based ambassadors 
Barbara Snowarska, a native of Poland, 
and Donna Nalongo Namukasa from Uganda
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T
he business of building global partnerships is the
business of addition and multiplication — not of
division and subtraction. Which is why in these torrid

times of isolation, alienation and pandemic, it’s great to
be doubling down on alliances, friendships and networks.

And, of course, we are no stranger in the city of Belfast
to eras of hardship – indeed, those darker days in our past
helped create the beacon of support which shines as our
global diaspora today.

So we look outwards and forwards again as we call our
Irish and Scots-Irish family home to ensure the forward
momentum we have built over the past two decades is not
lost entirely — even as we struggle through the Covid-19 crisis.

And we invite those Friends of Belfast from far-flung
parts, most especially our newly-minted ambassadors, to
pull on the 'We Are Team Belfast' jersey and join us in
ensuring that we will come back stronger and better.

The Childrens’ Commission Koulla Yiasouma, one of
our new band of neighbours to be honoured at the
Homecoming, speaks admiringly of the grit and
determination she associates with this city.

And those, of course, are traits that can only benefit
from the addition and multiplication we bring to the
business of building Belfast through, and beyond, this
pandemic.

So welcome, all, to the seventh annual virtual Belfast
International Homecoming. May it represent our own
contribution to the coronavirus fightback.

Go raibh fearadh na fáilte romhaibh uilig chuig An
Teacht Abhaile 2020.

Máirtín Ó Muilleor  
Host  
Belfast International Homecoming 
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I
t is my privilege to extend a warm
welcome to everyone taking part in
the seventh annual Belfast

International Homecoming.
Bazaarvoice is proud to be the headline
sponsor of this year’s event, which is
taking place virtually for the first time
for reasons you will all understand.

It has been a challenging time
across the world and we believe it is
more important than ever to encourage
and support events like the
Homecoming, which are focused on
the future and determined to bring a
message of positivity and optimism.

I am excited to hear the diverse
views of our 70 international speakers,
all of whom are friends of Belfast and
share a common interest in seeing this
city thrive.

Although Bazaarvoice is a global
company, we are putting down deep
roots in Belfast’s growing knowledge
economy and we are completely
aligned with the Homecoming’s desire
to showcase Northern Ireland as a great
place to study, live, work and invest.

We are investing in Belfast as one
of our global centres of innovation and
R&D, which means we need great
people. And as we continue to recruit,
more than anything, we encourage
curiosity, positivity and a willingness to
learn in everyone who joins our team.

“It has been a challenging
time across the world and 
we believe it is more
important than ever to
encourage and support
events like the
Homecoming, which are
focused on the future and
determined to bring a
message of positivity and
optimism.”

I think those are traits shared by the
members of the Irish diaspora and
other friends of Belfast who will be
tuning in to the Homecoming this
week.

I look forward to connecting with
you over the course of the next two
days and hope you enjoy the event.

Seamus Cushley
VP of R&D and site lead
Bazaarvoice

Investing in the future and in Belfast

The business of building Belfast 
one of addition and multiplication

Seamus Cushley, the VP of Research & Development and Site Lead, Belfast at 
Bazaarvoice will deliver the opening address to the Belfast International Homecoming

Conference 2020 on 2 October 9am BST. For full schedule please click here.  

https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/schedule

https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/schedule/ 


Proud sponsors
of the Homecoming 2020

Belfast Harbour welcomes all attendees to the  
seventh annual Belfast International Homecoming.

Together embracing the opportunity to explore 
entrepreneurialism, talent, regeneration and 
tourism as pillars of future economic development.

belfast-harbour.co.uk

Gateway to  
Northern Ireland
for trade, tourism  
& economic growth.
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A
s Minister with responsibility for
the economy and tourism here in
Northern Ireland, I am delighted

to welcome delegates to the Belfast
International Homecoming 2020 and
in particular the ‘Resetting Tourism’
section of the programme.  

The coronavirus pandemic is
having a massive impact on the
world’s tourism industry, including
Belfast and Northern Ireland.  

In the last several years, Belfast
has really cemented its position as an
international visitor destination but,
like many cities, now faces specific
tourism challenges and in Northern
Ireland, has disproportionately felt the
effects of the crisis.  

The cancellation of small and
major events, cruise ships and the loss
of tour operator managed destination
tourism have had a massive impact on
our economy. This has cost us
approximately £300m tourism spend
in Northern Ireland in 2020 to date.
Our wider hospitality and retail sectors
have also been severely impacted.  

I have been working with key
stakeholders in the tourism industry to
facilitate the recovery of this very
important sector. In April, I set up a
Tourism Recovery Steering Group
which I chair, and a Tourism Recovery

Working Group chaired by the Chief
Executive of Tourism Northern Ireland,
John McGrillen – who will also be
making a keynote presentation as part
of the Homecoming.  

The contributions and expertise of
the Steering & Working Group
members, some of whom are also
taking part in the conference today,
have been essential in developing a
draft Tourism Recovery Action Plan, and
I am grateful to them for their input.  

The work of the Tourism Recovery

Steering Group has been critical this
year and members within the group
have worked extremely hard to help
support our industry. Some of this
work includes the development of
reopening and operational guidelines,
the launch of the UK-wide industry
standard mark ‘We’re Good to Go’,
extensive marketing and campaign
activity to encourage residents here to
holiday at home and financial support
through various funding programmes.  

Right now, our biggest market is on

our doorstep. It is very clear that our
tourism providers have an amazing
product to offer but it is important that
they are supported during this
challenging time.  

We have a world-class tourism
product here in Northern Ireland. That
is why almost three million people
have come here to visit us every year.
They will do so again, but in the
coming months we need the help of
everyone who lives and works here to
follow the guidance so we can holiday
safely at home. It is important that we
support our local businesses and
protect local jobs.  

There is no doubt that this is an
extremely challenging period for our
industry. So, whilst we continue to face
many challenges ahead, we will also
continue to work to put in place the
structures that will help support
recovery and prepare the industry to
respond when consumer demand
ultimately returns.  

I am confident we will come
through these challenging times and
welcome many more visitors back to
Belfast and Northern Ireland when the
time is right.  

Diane Dodds
Minister for the Economy

Tourism recovery schemes are supporting
our worLd-class product

Economy Minister Diane Dodds with local hospitality owners recently
announcing the reopening of the key tourism and hospitality sectors



A RAUCOUS WHISKEY INSPIRED BY THE STORIES AND SPIRIT OF THE 

GAMBLERS AND MAYHEM ARTISTS.

...AND THE DEAD RABBIT IRISH WHISKEY WAS BORN. 
 

AND AGED IN BARRELS FROM THE STATES.

Co-founders of The Dead Rabbit Grocery & Grog. in New York City, and Belfast natives, 
Sean Muldoon and Jack McGarry collaborated with friend and world-renowned Master Distiller, 

Darryl McNally, to unite their passions for Irish whiskey and craft cocktails. 

The group sought to create an Irish Whiskey unlike those before it. Bold with enough punch to be 
heard in the crowd. But smooth, with a spiced softness and long draw to be enjoyed on its own. 
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Celebrating New Neighbours
In these turbulent times, we give thanks to these exceptional individuals from other places who have made Belfast their
home. Our New Neighbours are inspirational leaders who have pivoted through the pandemic to come up with innovative
ways of moving the community forward. Supported by Neueda 

S
abine moved to Northern Ireland from
Germany at the end of 2003 and has worked
for Belfast City Council since. She studied

Urban Planning in Germany and completed a
Masters degree in European Urban Planning and
Architecture in France. Working for different
organisations in the public and private sector she
gained expertise in brown field regeneration and
urban design. Passionate about walking and
cycling and the outdoors in general, she helped
introduce Belfast’s public bike scheme and is
involved in a wide range of regeneration projects
in the city. She has been in her current Project
Sponsor role in the Council for eight years. 

For eight years prior to that she was project

manager for several major EU-funded
regeneration projects and networks where she
showcased Belfast in a number of European
conferences. She also had the opportunity in
February 2018 to represent her adopted home city
at the Winter University in Siberia. She worked
with different communities on projects such as
‘Re-Imaging Communities’, aiming at
transforming deprived areas in Belfast through
art. 

She is currently working on the Belfast Entries
project which will transform the entries in the city
centre into vibrant, lively places. “What I
especially love about Belfast and its people, is
that it is constantly changing, is interesting, loud,
challenging, colourful, outward-facing and
hopefully stays open for people from around the
world.” 

Sabine Kalke

D
R M. Satish Kumar was the former Director
of Queen’s Academy India and is currently
the Director for Internationalisation for the

School of Natural and Built Environment. He is a
Fellow of The Senator George J Mitchell Institute
for Global Peace, Security and Justice, Queen’s
University Belfast. Dr Kumar is a leading
international expert on colonial and postcolonial
studies focused on South Asia, covering many
areas across social sciences and humanities. His
knowledge and expertise is widely sought by
governments, charities and other national and
international organisations. He has been an
active advisor on subjects such as international
development and higher education to the
Department for International Development,

Northern Ireland Assembly, Indian Government,
Royal Irish Academy, Belfast City Council, and
Habitat for Humanity, Trinity College Dublin,
amongst others. He was awarded the Queen’s
University Teaching Award (2014) as nominated
by the students out of 1175 academic staff. He
was presented with the Bhoovigyan (Earth
Scientist) National Leadership Award for
contributions to Population, Environment and
Development Studies. India, December 20, 2002
by the late Vice President of India, Shri. Bhairon
Singh Shekawat; The India- European Union
Global Peace and Friendship Award, 2001 for
promoting international peace and
understanding based on the values of Peace,
Education and Culture over the past twenty years
in the communities in India and the UK, (2003);
and the SGI Merit Award for Peace and Culture,
Japan, 1992. 

Dr M. Satish Kumar

J
oseph Ricketts was born in Manchester,
Jamaica before he immigrated here in 2000.
He is an experienced community leader and

managing director with ACSONI (African and
Caribbean Support Organisation Northern Ireland.
He is a networker, innovator, creative project
manager, and a strategist who brings both
common sense and critical learning to the area of
intercultural communications. 

His technical and professional background in
teaching/training, business, engineering, and
applied problem-solving skills initially gained in
his homeland Jamaica, has prepared him for the
challenges within the sectors in Northern Ireland.
He served for several years as a member of the
Northern Ireland Racial and Equality Sub-Group
of The Executive Office, where he brought a
wealth of knowledge and experience of real

grassroots community challenges and skills in
intercultural communications. 

He has been working with leaders within his
community on the vision of an inclusive and
racism-free Northern Ireland. Joseph is also an
artist repertoire manager for young urban artists
in Northern Ireland and the director of the Nxgen
Music platform. Through this platform, he has
been working to develop professional Music of
Black Origin (MOBO) in Northern Ireland. Joseph
and his team have been advocating for music
within the black community to be more accessible
and equal opportunities be available for black
artists. 

Through his work, there have been local black
artists now working internationally, receiving radio
and digital platform airplay, and for the first time in
2019, the artists under his management have been
contenders at the annual Northern Ireland Music
Prize. Joseph is the father of three children,
Natalya age 16, Jaxon 7 and Ketana age 4.

Joseph Ricketts



Celebrating New Neighbours

R
ev Bret van der Linde was born in Cape Town
South Africa and, after completing his
undergrad degree, came to Belfast 19 years

ago to marry his wife, Louise. Belfast has been his
home ever since. His first experience in Belfast
was with Fitzroy Presbyterian Church where he
learnt about ‘the risks people took on this island
and are still taking to build peace and a better
society for all’.  

After completing a Masters in Reconciliation
with the Irish School of Ecumenics in North
Belfast, Rev van der Linde applied to work for
Mediation Northern Ireland. He applied and was
ordained in the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, and
became the assistant minister of Stormont

Presbyterian Church. 
“It was my absolute privilege to work with the

young people in Fitzroy, to share my experiences in
South Africa and to see how they play their part in
building a better society, helping them dream
dreams about the place they called home.  

“Working for Mediation Northern Ireland was,
again, an amazing privilege, to work alongside
people who had worked all their lives to build
peace and had a love for their people was
infectious. Through this job, I met people from all
walks of life, they invited me into their trust to help
deal with the different conflicts they were facing. I
worked with leaders who taught me about their
history, their hurt, their pain and their healing.
Here I learned the art of mediation, and peace
building that has been a foundation in my career.” 

Rev. Brent van der Linde

D
onna Nalongo Namukasa is a mother, sister,
community worker, and social worker who
was born and raised in Uganda. She moved

to Belfast in 2003, where she established a home
for her and her three children. Since moving to
Belfast, Donna has made many selfless
contributions to the community, through her
various roles as student, youth worker, board
member, founder, musician and social worker. After
settling in South Belfast, Donna returned to
education at Belfast Metropolitan College, where
she acquired a qualification in Child Care and
Development. She then went on to study at
Queen’s University Belfast where she received a
certificate in Foundation Studies. She then went on

to study at the University of Ulster where she
received a BSC joint honours in Sociology and
Community Development. In 2007 she became a
childcare worker at Sure Start, which was followed
by her role as a youth worker at Nicras; a refugee
community organisation (RCO) which was
established in 2002. In 2011, Donna received her
BSC in Social Work at Ulster University. 

While in this role she also gave back to the
community through her work with Beyond Skin; a
leading organisation in Northern Ireland delivering
bespoke good relations global and diverse
educational activities through music, arts and
dance. It was during her time with Beyond Skin that
Donna founded her own Ugandan folk music
Organisation called Nalongo’s Folk music and
dance, which aims to educate and bring about
diversity within the community in Belfast. 

Donna Nalongo Namukasa

B
arbara’s professional and personal
experience has been closely knit with
language, theology and communication.

Starting her career with a BA in Education with a
specialism in Teaching English, she worked in
education for over 8 years while in Poland. She
went on to graduate with a master‘s degree in
American Literature at University of Wrocław,
Poland (1997-98), followed by a MTh (1999-2002)
and a MA in Interpreting (2011-12) at Queen’s
University, Belfast. 

After arriving in Northern Ireland in 2005 –
while working full-time as an interpreter and
translator – she devoted herself voluntarily to the
Polish community development in Northern
Ireland, becoming, in 2006, a founding member
of the Polish Association Northern Ireland and
editor-in-chief of its monthly bulletin ‘Belfast i My’
and then, in 2007, setting up the first Polish
Saturday School in Belfast. She shared her
experience with other groups, helping to establish

Polish Supplementary School in Newry in 2008.
Barbara’s interests focus on children’s rights
especially in the area of nurturing mother tongues
as well as promoting cultural exchanges, active
citizenship and direct democracy. 

She has been involved in projects promoting
bilingualism and co-operation between various
organisations North and South. In 2013, she co-
founded and later chaired Polish Educational and
Cultural Association (2014-2017), an umbrella
organisation for the first Polish Saturday School
in Belfast, getting the school through some
turbulent times in pursuit of larger and more
permanent premises. During this time PECA also
managed to successfully run various projects,
including an advice clinic, a Polish monthly
magazine, and Irish and English language
classes. She also represented the Polish
community in NI on the Racial Equality Subgroup
(2016-17). In 2017, she co-founded Polish
Language, Culture, and Affairs (POLCA), bringing
to the Board Rev David Armstrong who has been
a valuable link between the Polish and local
communities. 

Barbara Snowarska
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F
atuma is originally from
Somalia which she left over 10
years ago, seeking asylum

from the civil war. She now calls
Belfast home and works to support
and advocate for other refugees and
asylum seekers and to help them
integrate with the local community.
She works with Nicras (Northern
Ireland Community of Refugees and
Asylum Seekers) and is the
secretary of the Northern Ireland
Somali Association (Nisa). 

Fatuma Maallin

M
r Khalid Khan is a
consultant plastic surgeon
who joined the Belfast

Plastic and Reconstructive Unit at
the Royal Victoria Hospital as a
junior trainee in 1992, becoming a
consultant in 1998. Throughout his
career he has helped the victims of
the conflict in Northern Ireland
including single-handedly
managing the major burns incidents
after the Omagh bombing in 1998.
Mr Khan also pioneered the work of
risk reducing surgery in BRCA gene
carrier patients in 2001 along with
his gynaecology colleagues. He
travels the world for charitable work

in disaster zones and also oversees
development of burns services in
developing countries. He has been
involved in the training of younger
plastic surgeons in Northern Ireland
over the last two decades. 

Khalid Khan 

K
oulla Yiasouma took up appointment as NI
Commissioner for Children and Young People
(NICCY) in March 2015. She trained as a

social worker and previously worked in probation,
NI Women’s Aid and prior to her appointment was
the Director of Include Youth for almost 17 years.
She has also been involved in the boards of a
number of voluntary and community based
organisation as well as non-departmental public
bodies. She is a passionate advocate for the rights
of all children, especially those with the most
challenging behaviours, and she represented these
issues on these bodies. As a Human Rights
institution, the NI Commissioner for Children and

Young People is appointed by the First and Deputy
First Ministers and tasked to promote and
safeguard the rights and best interests of children
and young people across Northern Ireland. This
includes advising public authorities, and holding
them to account in a variety of ways, on their
delivery of children’s rights. Koulla set key strategic
priorities for her term in Office. These include
addressing educational inequalities, tackling child
poverty, improving emotional and mental well-
being and addressing the on-going legacy of the
conflict on children and young people. 

She is currently the Chair of the European
Network for Ombudspersons for Children (ENOC).
Koulla is of Greek Cypriot origin and is married with
two daughters. She was born in London and is
therefore an avid Arsenal supporter.

Koulla Yiasouma 

N
eil Shawcross is one of Northern Ireland’s
leading artists. Although born in Lancashire
he has lived and worked in Northern Ireland

since 1962, when he became a lecturer in art at the
Belfast Art College. Shawcross is well known for his
portraits, which include a picture of the writer
Francis Stuart for the Ulster Museum. His work has
been exhibited widely, and is held in the permanent
collection of the Arts Council of Northern Ireland.
He was elected an Associate of the Royal Ulster
Academy of Art in 1975, and was made a full
Academician in 1977. He won the Academy's Conor
Award in 1975, its Gold Medal in 1978, 1982, 1987,
1994, 1997 and 2001, and its James Adam Prize in
1998. He recently exhibited a large-scale solo
exhibition as part of the Belfast International Arts
Festival. Shawcross was appointed Member of the
Order of the British Empire (MBE) in the 2014 New
Year Honours for services to arts in Northern
Ireland.

Neil Shawcross
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www.investinbelfast.com Call +44 28 9027 0482 or email  
economicdevelopment@belfastcity.gov.uk

Open for  
business
#WeAreTeamBelfast
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the Legal Symposium 
The Belfast International Homecoming’s Legal Symposium has, over the last six years, become one of our best attended events, normally
taking place in the premier legal venue of the Royal Courts of Justice. Whilst we cannot ensconce ourselves in those august surroundings
for this gathering, this year’s panel of speakers, more than compensates with its own legal pedigree. Our theme this year is ‘Professional
Pathways in Law: From Belfast to Beyond’ and our guests typify the pioneering spirit of the diaspora in forging such Pathways. 

From Melbourne, Australia, to Nevada, California and Cambridge, England come Professor Jack Anderson, Bronagh Kelly, Professor
Eilis Ferran and Lee-Anne Mulholland, taking to the virtual dais with our host Niall Murphy, a human rights solicitor and Symposium
convenor. This sterling selection of advocates and activists follow in the footsteps of leading legal lights such as: Professor John Feerick,
the former Dean of Fordham Law School in New York, and author of the 25th Amendment to the US Constitution - introduced to the
Symposium by the most senior judge in our jurisdiction, the Lord Chief Justice, Sir Declan Morgan; Judge Patricia Cottrell of the Tennessee
Court of Appeal; Maureen Bennett, a partner in the Boston practice of Jones Day; Judge Francine Schott of the Superior Court of the State
of New Jersey; and Rich Ensor, Commissioner of the Metro Athletic Conference. 

All these international icons of the legal profession have joined - and continue to join - those of business, culture, sports and politics,
to discuss and debate, to explore and challenge and, most importantly, to gauge our progress and plan our continuing path for achieving
the ultimate goal: lasting peace and prosperity for all our people. 

B
ronagh M. Kelly is a native of Ireland who
has been practicing law in the United States
since 2012. With experience across multiple

legal disciplines, Ms. Kelly brings a unique

perspective to the practice of law. While a
substantial portion of her practice is devoted to
the area of family law, she also practices in all
areas of commercial and civil litigation. Bronagh
graduated from Queen’s University Belfast in
Ireland, with a Bachelor of Laws in Common and
Civil Law with Hispanic Studies. 

She spent her third year of university at the
University of Salamanca, Spain, studying Spanish
Law, Spanish language, as well as other European
languages. After graduation, Bronagh passed the
New York Bar Exam in 2011 and began practicing
law at a nationally renowned firm focusing on
commercial defense litigation in New York City.
She gained extensive litigation experience and
handled complex commercial liability cases from
inception through resolution, which included
motion practice, court appearances, and client
contact. Bronagh’s clients included an
international furniture manufacturer, two of the

world’s largest hotel chains, international clothing
retailers, an international not for profit
conservation society, car rental companies, and
some of the nation’s largest insurance companies.
Many of the cases were valued in excess of $10
million. 

After marrying a fifth-generation Nevadan in
2016, Bronagh relocated to Reno and joined
Woodburn and Wedge. The transition from
commercial defense litigation to family law is
exciting and extremely rewarding. Bronagh has
found a new passion in this area of law. Her
litigation experience enhances her ability to work
efficiently with each client to reach the best
outcome. If a fair settlement cannot be reached,
she can effectively and diligently engage in
motion practice and trial to pursue her client’s
best interests. In 2020, Bronagh earned the State
Bar of Nevada 2020 Young Lawyer of the Year
Award. Outside the office, Bronagh enjoys skiing
and kayaking at Lake Tahoe, traveling to new
places, and getting home to Ireland to visit family
as often as possible.

Bronagh Kelly

J
ack Anderson is Professor and Director of
Sports Law Studies at the University of
Melbourne. He joined the Melbourne Law

School in 2017, having previously worked at
Queen’s University Belfast since 2004. Jack has
published widely in the area of sports law,
including monographs such as The Legality of
Boxing (Routledge 2007) and Modern Sports Law
(Hart 2010) and edited collections such as
Landmark Cases in Sports Law (Asser 2013) and
EU Sports Law (Edward Elgar 2018). 

He was Editor-in-Chief of the International
Sports Law Journal based at the International
Sports Law Centre at the Asser Institute from
2013 to 2016 and is an Editorial Board member of
lawinsport.com the leading periodical in the
area. He has advised a number of international
bodies on issues relating to sports law and
including the UNODC, the Council of Europe, the
IOC, FIFA and World Rugby. Jack regularly

presents at the leading international sports law
conferences and contributes to the media in
Australia, Britain and Ireland on sports law
matters. He is a columnist with the Irish
Examiner. An accredited workplace mediator and
a Chartered Arbitrator, (CArb), Jack was, prior to
departure to Australia, a member of a number of
sports dispute resolution tribunals in the UK and
Ireland such as Sport Resolutions UK, Just Sport
Ireland and the Football Association of Ireland’s
Disciplinary Panel. 

Jack now sits on the disciplinary tribunal of
the Football Federation of Victoria; is an arbitrator
on World Athletics’ Disciplinary Tribunal and a
member of International Hockey Federation’s
Integrity Unit. He is currently a member of the
Asia Racing Federation’s Anti-Illegal Betting
Taskforce and the advisory committee on integrity
issues in sport for Basketball Australia. In 2016,
he was appointed to the Court of Arbitration for
Sport and appeared on the list of arbitrators of the
CAS Ad hoc Division for the UEFA EURO 2016
(European football championships). 

Jack Anderson
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Neueda is an award-winning, 

PROUD TO SUPPORT BELFAST 

neueda.comneueda

P
rofessor Eilís Ferran, FBA PhD is Pro-Vice-
Chancellor for Institutional and International
Relations and Professor of Company &

Securities Law at the University of Cambridge,
and a Professorial Fellow of St Catharine’s
College, Cambridge. Eilís has written extensively
on UK, EU and international financial regulation,
company law and corporate finance law. Her
publications include Brexit and Financial Services
(Hart Publishing, 2018 (co-authored), The Oxford
Handbook of Financial Regulation (OUP, 2015, co-
edited) Principles of Corporate Finance Law (OUP,

2104, co-authored) and The Regulatory Aftermath
of the Global Financial Crisis (CUP 2012, co-
authored). 

She has advised UK Parliamentary committees
and served as an academic member of
Stakeholder Group of the European Banking
Authority. She is a non-executive director of
Euroclear SA/NV, a global financial market
infrastructure. Eilís is a Fellow of the British
Academy and an Honorary Bencher of Middle
Temple. As Pro-Vice-Chancellor she has strategic
responsibility for Cambridge University’s staff
policies and significant international academic
partnerships.

EILÍS FERRAN

L
ee-Anne Mulholland has spent more than
fifteen years conducting internal
investigations and representing companies

and individuals before regulatory agencies across
the world. She began her career as a Barrister in
the United Kingdom, where she successfully
handled tens of jury and bench trials, appeared
before the UK Supreme Court, and represented
family members of individuals who were killed by
the British Army during a civil rights march in 1972
before the internationally-chaired Bloody Sunday
Inquiry. After pursuing her LLM and SJD at

Berkeley, Lee-Anne practiced at Wilson Sonsini
Goodrich & Rosati in the bay area. She eventually
made it to Google and is now the Head of
Regulatory and Investigations. She and her team
handle high-risk investigations and regulatory
inquiries across the world and set the policies and
standards for conducting investigations at the
company. 

She is also a dedicated provider of pro bono
services, litigation cases with NGOs such as
Amnesty International, the ACLU, and the Center for
Justice and Accountability. She lives in Woodside
California with her husband and two children, Faris
and Aiobheann, aged six and three. She loves long
warm bubble baths, but never takes them. 

Lee-Anne Mulholland
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Giants Causeway, 
Causeway Coastal Route

Sheans Horse Farm, 
Causeway Coastal Route

Away a wee walk experience, 
Causeway Coastal Route

The Causeway Coastal Route is a road trip that truly embodies Northern Ireland’s Giant Spirit.

Causeway Coastal RouteThe

This glorious coastal route is as scenic, dramatic and inspiring as they come. Its breath-taking cliff walk views across the Irish 
Sea and over the Atlantic Ocean are unparalleled. Thrills and adventure can be found around every corner of this wonderfully 
windy route. But if a peaceful retreat is more what you’re after,there’s plenty of hidden gems along the way too. Starting in 
Belfast and stretching all the way to Derry~Londonderry, this epic drive is the perfect route to plan a spontaneous mid-week 
jolly or weekend getaway around.

Giants Causeway, 
Causeway Coastal Route

The Route doesn’t end here 
You’ll fi nd inspiration around every corner along the Causeway Coastal Route 
and this doesn’t even scratch the surface. So, what are you waiting for?  
To book or fi nd out more visit discovernorthernireland.com

Be part of it
At Northern Irish Connections, we’re passionate about  
celebrating what makes Northern Ireland a great place  
to live, work, study, invest and do business.

By sharing inspirational insights into our people, place,  
pride and promise, we unite a global community of expats  
and friends of Northern Ireland that share a special  
affection for the region and a desire to help it prosper. 

Our growing global Northern Irish diaspora network spans 
continents, industries and fields of expertise. It is one of  
our greatest assets and Northern Irish Connections unlocks 
its talent and influence to advance the economic prosperity 
of our region.

Whether you’re Northern Irish born, have ancestral ties 
to the region or have a strong affinity for Northern Ireland 
through education, travel or business, connect today to  
become a member of the NI Connections community and 
stay in touch with the latest good news from this corner  
of the globe.

Be part of it  
niconnections.com/#sign-up‘R
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Betty T. Yee, 
Controller, State of
California 

John Fitzpatrick, 
Founder and CEO,
Fitzpatrick Hotel
Group, New York 

Keith Nealon, 
CEO, Bazaarvoice 

Marty T. Meehan, 
President, University
of Massachusetts

Lord Dafydd 
Elis-Thomas MS, 
Deputy Minister for
Culture, Sport and
Tourism, Wales 

Sarah Fraser, 
Deputy Director of
Athletics, Quinnipiac
University 

Ray O'Hanlon, 
Editor, The Irish Echo 

homecoming SPEAKER BIOS
The qualities inherent in our Irish diaspora are those most demanded in these tumultuous times: resilience; adaptability;
optimism; and innovation. These qualities are in abundance in each of our speakers, over 100 plus luminaries from across
the globe. Connecting the city of Belfast with its far-flung diaspora and replacing the loneliness of lockdown with the warm
embrace of friendship, click on their names for your virtual introductions.

Brian Doherty, 
President, Old Triangle
Irish Alehouse 

Christine Quinn, 
President and CEO,
WIN 

Dame Jocelyn Bell
Burnell DBE FRS, 
Visiting Professor of
Astrophysics,
Department of
Astrophysics, 
Oxford University 

Thomas P. DiNapoli, 
Comptroller, 
New York State 

Kevin Cunningham, 
CEO & Co-Founder,
MRP 

Sarah Delude, 
International Business
Strategy Manager, 
City of Boston 

Mayor Martin 
J. Walsh,
Mayor of Boston 

Prof. Martin Connolly, 
Professor, 
Tsurumi University,
Yokohama 

Stephen Graham, 
CEO, Graham
Education Business
Consulting, Shanghai 

John Lee, 
President, Irish
Business Organisation 

Rob Walsh, 
Senior Advisor to the
President of
Manhattan College,
Manhattan College,
New York 

Brian Moran, 
Founder & CEO, Brian
Moran & Associates 

Paul Little, 
Principal & CEO, City
of Glasgow College 

Natasha Brennan,
Healthy Living Centre
Manager, LORAG 

https://bettyyee.com/?ref=heysummit
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/john-fitzpatrick/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/keith-nealon/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/marty-t-meehan/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/dafydd-elis-thomas/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/dafydd-elis-thomas/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/sarah-fraser/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/ray-ohanlon/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/brian-doherty/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/christine-quinn/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/jocelyn-bell-burnell/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/jocelyn-bell-burnell/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/thomas-p-dinapoli/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/kevin-cunningham/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/sarah-delude/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/martin-j-walsh/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/martin-j-walsh/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/martin-connolly-1/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/stephen-graham/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/john-lee/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/rob-walsh/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/brian-moran/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/paul-little/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/natasha-brennan/
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Niall Murphy, 
Partner, KRW Law 

John McGrillen, 
CEO, Tourism NI 

Brian Ambrose, 
CEO, George Best
Belfast City Airport 

Howard Hastings,
Managing Director,
Hastings Hotel Group 

David Shepherd, 
Chief Commercial
Officer, Aer Lingus 

Kathryn Thomson,
CEO, National
Museums NI 

Suzanne Wylie, 
CEO, Belfast City
Council 

homecoming SPEAKER BIOS
Click on the names for your virtual introductions.

Dominic MacSorley,
CEO Concern
Worldwide 

Orla Noonan, 
Travel Commercial
Manager, Irish Sea,
Stena Line 

Minister Carál 
Ní Chuilín,
Department for
Communities 

Minister Diane
Dodds, Department for
the Economy 

Shane Dunne, 
Founder & 
Managing Director,
Indiependance 
Festival 

Kevin Gamble,
Director, 
Féile an Phobail 

Robert Fitzpatrick,
CEO, The Odyssey
Trust 

Tina O'Dwyer, 
Founder, 
The Tourism Space 

Stephen McNally,
Deputy CEO, 
Dalata Hotel Group 

Rachael McGuickin,
Director of Business
Development, 
Visit Belfast 

Joanne Stuart, 
CEO, NI Tourism
Alliance 

Niall Gibbons, 
CEO, Tourism Ireland 

Judith Owens, 
CEO, Titanic Belfast 

Harry Connolly,
Executive Director,
Fáilte Feirste Thiar 

https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/niall-murphy/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/john-mcgrillen/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/brian-ambrose/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/howard-hastings/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/howard-hastings/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/kathryn-thomson/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/kathryn-thomson/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/dominc-macsorley/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/dominc-macsorley/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/caral-ni-chuilin/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/caral-ni-chuilin/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/diane-dodds/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/diane-dodds/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/shane-dunne/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/kevin-gamble/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/kevin-gamble/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/tina-odwyer/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/stephen-mcnally/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/stephen-mcnally/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/stephen-mcnally/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/niall-gibbons/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/judith-owens/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/harry-connolly/
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Eamonn Elliott,
General Manager,
Malmaison 

Caroline McComb,
Director, McCombs
Coach Travel 

Ian Greer 
FMedSci, 
Vice-Chancellor, QUB 

Marie-Therese
McGivern, Chair,
Titanic Foundation 

Prof Emma Flynn, 
Pro Vice-Chancellor
Research & Enterprise,
QUB 

Debbie Hammill,
Project Manager,
South Belfast
Alternatives 

Martin Connolly,
Director, Poleglass
Community
Association, 
Sally Gardens 

homecoming SPEAKER BIOS
Click on the names for your virtual introductions.

Cllr Nichola Bradley,
Manager, 
North Belfast
Foodbank 

Jackie Henry, 
Senior Partner,
Deloitte 

Síofra Healy, 
Director of
Philanthropy,
Community
Foundation NI 

Marie Doyle, 
Director, Deloitte 

Niall McKenna,
Restaurateur, 
James St South 

Stuart Harvey, 
CEO, Datactics 

Brendan Monaghan,
CEO, Neueda 

Christopher
McCracken, MD, 
Linen Quarter Bid 

Anita Farmer, 
Owner, AF Consultancy
Ireland Limited 

Brendan Mooney, 
CEO, Kainos 

Mary McKenna,
Technology
Entrepreneur 

Emma Walker, 
Turley Associate
Director 

Geraldine Gilliland,
Chef, Author,
Restaurateur and
Philanthropist 

Michael George,
Senior Advisor, Keel
Harbour Capital
Minister Conor
Murphy, Minister for
Finance, Stormont
Executive 

https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/eamonn-elliott/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/eamonn-elliott/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/eamonn-elliott/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/marie-therese-mcgivern/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/marie-therese-mcgivern/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/emma-flynn/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/debbie-hammill/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/debbie-hammill/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/nichola-bradley/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/nichola-bradley/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/siofra-healy/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/marie-doyle/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/niall-mckenna/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/niall-mckenna/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/brendan-monaghan/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/christopher-mccracken/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/christopher-mccracken/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/anita-farmer/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/brendan-mooney/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/mary-mckenna/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/mary-mckenna/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/geraldine-gilliland/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/geraldine-gilliland/


PAGE 16 • BELFAST INTERNATIONAL HOMECOMING 2020

Lynette Fay, 
Presenter, BBC Radio
Ulster 

Jim Frawley, 
Host, Bellwether Hub 

Jayne Brady, 
Belfast Digital
Innovation
Commissioner, Belfast
City Council 

Dr Satish Kumar,
Director for
Internationalisation,
School of Natural and
Built Environment,
QUB 

Máire Murphy,
Founder & Owner,
CapaBunga 

homecoming SPEAKER BIOS
Click on the names for your virtual introductions.

Joy Hayden,
Community 
Co-ordination
Manager, Urban
Villages Initiative - 
The Executive Office 

Bronagh McFeely,
Producer, The Lyric
Theatre 

Eileen Scully, 
Founder, The Rising
Tides 

John O'Donoghue,
Senior VP Director of
Equities, OTR Global 

Barry Clarke, 
Head of Territory, Great
Britain, Europe &
Russia, Invest
Northern Ireland 

Rosemary Stalker,
Chair, Invest NI 

Alderman Frank
McCoubrey, Lord
Mayor of Belfast,
Belfast City Council 

Georgina Doran,
Entrepreneur &
Property Investor 

Samuel Lynas, 
Co-Founder, Haru Ltd 

Alison McCrudden,
Director, Brassneck
Youth 

Leanne Ross, 
Director of Marketing,
Sales and
Communications,
Otago Polytechnic 

For full schedule please click here.  

https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.
heysummit.com/schedule

https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/lynette-fay/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/jim-frawley/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/jayne-brady/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/satish-kumar/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/satish-kumar/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/joy-hayden/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/joy-hayden/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/joy-hayden/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/john-odonoghue/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/john-odonoghue/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/rosemary-stalker/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/rosemary-stalker/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/rosemary-stalker/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/georgina-doran/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/georgina-doran/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/alison-mccrudden/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/speakers/alison-mccrudden/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/schedule/ 
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/schedule/ 
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A
s Chief Executive Officer, Keith Nealon
oversees the strategic direction of
Bazaarvoice. With over twenty years of

experience accelerating growth in global
technology companies, Keith is a seasoned
entrepreneur with demonstrated success across
management, sales, marketing, services, and
technology roles. Prior to joining Bazaarvoice, he
served as Chairman and CEO of Vyze, a leading
financial technology platform that drove revenue
and loyalty for retailers by enabling consumers to
finance purchases at the point-of-sale and in the
shopping cart. Vyze was acquired by Mastercard
in April 2019. Prior to that, he held leadership roles
at both private and public technology companies,
including Adaptive Insights, Eloqua, ShoreTel,
Conductor, and NaviSite. In addition to his role at
Bazaarvoice, Keith serves on the advisory boards

of a number of software companies. Keith holds a
double major in math and computer science from
the University of Dublin, Trinity College.

Recipient of  
the 2020

International 
Homecoming
Spirit of  

the Diaspora
Award 

Keith Nealon

J
ohn O’Donoghue joined OTR in 2013 as
Director of Equities. John leads the team of
institutional sales representatives located in

New York, Westchester and San Francisco. Prior
to OTR, John was the Head of Equities at Cowen
& Company for seven years, where he sat on the
firm's Executive and Operating Committees.
Before joining Cowen, John was Co-Head of
Equity Trading at Credit Suisse, where he also
served on that firm's Global Equity Operating
Committee. Prior to those positions, John spent
17 years at Wertheim Schroder where he was a
partner. He currently serves on the board of NOIP
(National Organization of Investment

Professionals) and is active in many philanthropic
activities in the Irish American community. 

John holds an Honors Degree in Economics
from Queen's University of Belfast, where he is
also a member of The Foundation Board. John
was also responsible for bringing Cowen's to
Belfast in 2011/2012.

Recipient of  
the 2020

International 
Homecoming

Belfast Business 
Ambassador

Award 

John O’Donoghue
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HOMECOMING AMBASSADORS
The virtual Belfast International Homecoming 2020 will see us honor a new cohort of Belfast Ambassadors who, even if unable to travel
to our city, have continued to keep the connections to Belfast alive in the conviction that better and brighter days lie ahead.

The Belfast Homecoming Ambassador Medal recognises outstanding individuals who are helping to build Belfast, members of 
our global family who go the extra mile for the city and local heroes who are building international bridges to the diaspora.

These torch-bearing leaders speak to a positive, progressive, and people-focused city and reflect an increasingly diverse 
and multi-cultural Belfast, demonstrating to the diaspora that the future – despite the challenges of today - is bright.  



HOMECOMING AMBASSADORS

E
ugene was born and raised in Belfast,
attending Queen’s University, before
relocating to London and then Edinburgh in

1991. He has managed a successful architectural
practice, Smith Scott Mullan Associates
(www.Smith-scott-mullan.co.uk) since 1995 and
been involved in the design and regeneration of
many neighbourhoods, particularly in Stirling and
Edinburgh. Eugene has been instrumental in the
setting up and running of the Causeway - Ireland
Scotland Business Exchange
(www.causewayexchange.net) the objectives of

the organisation are: - To facilitate better
connectivity, communication, cooperation and
collaboration between Ireland and Scotland's
businesses. - To provide a forum to assist
entrepreneurs and companies operating or
seeking to operate in Ireland or Scotland. - To form
a two-way platform for engagement between
business and the Irish and Scottish governments.
Causeway in Northern Ireland was formally
launched by Eugene in November 2018. 

He has been keen to actively engage with
business in Belfast and Northern Ireland on
the shared opportunities of Causeway
membership and involvement in the events
programme.

Eugene Mullan

D
r. Brett Carey is a physical therapist hailing
from Kona, Hawaii. His family originates
from County Tipperary, Ireland. He is the

CEO of Kalo Physical Therapy, an outpatient
multispeciality group that serves the rural Big
Island community. Kalo is the only Physical
Therapy group on Hawaii Island that accepts all
Medicaid plans and is committed to serving all
members of Hawaii’s diverse community. 

In 2011, he co-founded IREHAB.com, which
provided free access to autonomous treatment
applications for lower back pain. In 2013,
IREHAB’s lower back pain app became the 43rd
most downloaded app out of 7,000 fitness apps.
He uses creative, technology based approaches
to bridge care gaps in underserved communities.
As volunteer President of We Make HI, Inc, he
has secured grant funding in order to instruct
non-profit dentists in making free 3D printed
dentures for uninsured, low-income adults. We

Make HI Inc, also provides free custom hand and
finger splints for uninsured adults that have
suffered debilitating injuries. He also serves as
Chairman for the Information Technology
Committee for the West Hawaii Community
Health Centers – a non profit health center
network. Previously he served the West Hawaii
Community Health Centers as the Board of
Directors President, becoming the youngest ever
Board President of a Federally Qualified Health
Center. 

Dr. Carey is passionate about advancing Island
economies and believes strongly that Island
communities throughout the world should work
together towards creative, competitive solutions
to ensure autonomy for all Island peoples. 

He also has a strong passion towards
Northern Ireland and constantly seeks to connect
the diaspora with the unique history and ongoing
political changes of the region. In the past he has
been awarded as a March of Dimes Hall of Fame
member and the Outstanding Alumni for Old
Dominion University. 

Dr. Brett Carey 

E
ileen Scully is an international keynote
speaker, author of “In the Company of Men:
How Women can Succeed in a World Built

Without Them,” and founder and CEO of The
Rising Tides, a consulting firm that makes

workplaces better for women through assessment
and advisory services. She is a SheSource Expert
with the Women’s Media Center, and has been
interviewed by Forbes, the Boston Globe,
Standard and Poor’s Global Market Intelligence,
Thrive Global, Psychology Today, and Inc.

In December of 2018, Eileen was named to Irish
America Magazine’s 2018 Business 100 list, the
second consecutive year she received this
prestigious and deeply meaningful honor. Irish
Echo named Eileen one of their Community
Champions in April of 2019. In June of 2016, she
was invited by the Obama White House to
participate in the United State of Women, one of
five thousand global advocates for women and
girls. In April of 2017, she spoke at the first ever
Diversity in Marketing and Advertising Summit in
London, the only event of its kind focused on
fostering greater diversity and inclusion in the
industry. 

In August of 2018, Eileen spoke at the first

Women In Engineering conference sponsored by
the global Institute of Electrical and Electronics
Engineers in Tunisia. In September of 2018, she
delivered her first TED talk, “How Women Can
Succeed in a World Built Without Them,” at the
TEDx conference in Sfax, Tunisia. In November of
2018, The Rising Tides launched the Leadership
Diversity Index, the first comprehensive
measurement of the representation of women and
people of color on corporate boards of directors
and executive leadership teams. 

In September of 2019, her book “In the Company
of Men: How Women can Succeed in a World Built
Without Them” will be published. She serves as a
founding committee member on the Women’s
Networking Initiative for the Irish Business
Organization of New York. She is a past Chair and
former board member of the Get in Touch
Foundation, and a former advisor to the
Innovadores Foundation. In her spare time, she
volunteers as an event photographer for Special
Olympics Connecticut and Integrated Refugee and
Immigrant Services (IRIS). Eileen studied at Hofstra
University and Cornell University.

Eileen Scully 
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www.Smith-scott-mullan.co.uk
www.causewayexchange.net


HOMECOMING AMBASSADORS

K
evin Davis has worked during the past 25
plus years in the healthcare
administration and hospital operations

arena and during the past five years as an
independent consultant on engagements that
focused on performance improvement for
hospital operations and supply chain services. 

Prior to healthcare consulting, he led the
development and execution of financial and
clinical supply chain services strategies as the
System Vice President for Sharp HealthCare, a
San Diego, CA based, not-for-profit, integrated
delivery network that consists of eight hospitals,
2600 affiliated doctors, and 21 non-acute
ambulatory centers. His focus was on
identifying and implementing cost-effective
solutions supporting quality patient care and

improving operational efficiencies throughout
the health system. In previous positions, he has
held various leadership roles at Mercy Health
System, in addition to administrative
responsibilities in an academic medical center,
a rural hospital, and healthcare consulting with
KPMG Peat Marwick. 

He brings a broad range of healthcare
management experience to the table in for-profit
and not-for-profit environments, in addition to
acute and ambulatory care settings with
responsibilities over ancillary and support
services operations, financial management,
process improvement, project management,
information systems, physician relations, supply
chain services, business development, and
strategic planning. Kevin grew up in
Philadelphia, PA, and is currently pursuing a
Masters degree in Healthcare Administration at
Drexel University. 

Kevin Davis

A
native of Belfast, Geraldine Gilliland is a self-
made woman: chef; cookbook author; and
owner of the popular Santa Monica

restaurant, Lula Cocina Mexicana. Geraldine has
another major passion in her life besides food:
rescuing dogs under the umbrella of the non-profit
Chiquita’s Friends, which she founded in 2011.
Geraldine lives in Santa Monica, Malibu where her
sanctuary is also located. Here, she reflects on her
time in our then conflict-riven society. 

“I left war-torn Northern Ireland for America 45
years ago and I never looked back. The only child
in my family who passed the 11 plus exam, I went
to Saint Dominic’s Grammar School on the Falls
Road. After graduating first in Home Economics -
not only in my own class but in the whole of
Northern Ireland - I subsequently attended culinary
college. After college I worked a two-year stint as
Home Economist for the Northern Ireland
Electricity Board and ended up teaching Domestic
Science at Saint Louise’s College at the bottom of
the Whiterock Road. In those days there were

mainly four life options for young women; nun,
nurse, wife or teacher. It was a horrific time to be
a student or a young teacher in Belfast with
friends, family and myself caught up in violent
incidents. 

I’ve been in gun battles, experienced the
clamour of the warning sounds of ‘bin lids’, saw
a bazooka go off in front of my eyes and have
visited Long Kesh prison where young men were
interned without trial. Getting to school was very
difficult as buses were burned and we had to use
‘the peoples’ black taxis’. My brothers both drove
black taxis but it was a dangerous job indeed.
My father, Eddie Gilliland, died when I was 14
leaving my mother to raise three small children
on her own and to take over our shop business.
My mother had previously stayed at home to
raise her kids so times were tough. However, we
had always served the local Catholic priests -
who had regularly visited my invalid father -
afternoon tea which is where my love of cooking
began. I became an expert at cakes, scones,
pastries, wee buns, shortbread etc. a passion
and a proficiency that has stood to me all this
time.” 

Geraldine Gilliland

M
aura Kelly, founder of Purple Mountain
Media consultancy, is a multiple EMMY
Award-winning producer, strategic

marketer and social entrepreneur. She works
collaboratively with client partners to amplify their
brand and drive impact through programs,
partnerships and content marketing. Her career
spans leadership positions in broadcast television
at PBS/ WNET where she helped raise over $17
million for programs and EdTech initiatives — to
working with top-media companies, such as The
Jim Henson Co, PBS Kids, Tribeca Film Festival

and corporate partners and government agencies.
Passionate about youth and women’s leadership,
Maura is the lead Director of LEAP, a leadership
acceleration program and social enterprise, and is
an Adviser to EdSnaps (Educational Snapshots),
a nonprofit that introduces girls to STEM careers.
Maura was elected to the Board of Directors of NY
Women in Film & Television, a leading
organization that promotes equality in the
entertainment sector. She holds a Masters from
New York Institute of Technology where she was
also an adjunct lecturer. Maura has been involved
in the New York New Belfast Conference for
multiple years and is originally from Killarney,
County Kerry. @MaurakellyMedia

Maura Kelly

PAGE 20 • BELFAST INTERNATIONAL HOMECOMING 2020



BELFAST INTERNATIONAL HOMECOMING 2020 • PAGE 21



HOMECOMING AMBASSADORS

B
arry Corr is CEO of the Irish
Australian Chamber of
Commerce. He oversees the

international operations of the
Chamber and is responsible for
delivering their programs,
delegations, advocacy and events,
serving over 23,000 customers in
Australia and Ireland. He provides an
essential senior point of contact for
Government, Sponsors, Corporate
Members and other stakeholders. A
Queen’s graduate, brought up in
Coalisland, he has enjoyed a
successful business career in large
corporates, government advisory
and high growth companies in
Europe and Australia. Barry is an
adopted Essendon fan, very average

Kids' GAA coach, cricket dad and
owner of slow racehorses.

Barry Corr

A
nita Farmer is the owner of AF
Consultancy Ireland Limited,
the leading technical and

legal agency in the field of distillery
approvals, compliance and
legislative change including the
recent making of the Post Duty
Point Dilution tax avoidance
scheme. She has 14 years’
experience as an auditor for HMRC
in the field of excise and is a
specialist in the holding and
movement of alcohol and the
approval of distilleries, breweries
and excise warehousing. Key in the
introduction of the Geographical
Indictor for Irish spirits, Ms Farmer
is responsible for having Irish Poitin
categorised as a legal alcohol
product. She has spent 10 years as a
senior compliance trainer working

across a number of UK government
departments, is an economics
lecturer in Further and Higher
Education Education, holds a BSC
Econ, PGD and is a Fellow of the
Institute of Indirect Taxation at
Queen’s University Belfast. 

Anita Farmer

M
ichael is a Partner at The
Versant Group, a real estate
focused asset management

platform. He also acts as a Senior
Advisor to Keel Harbour Capital
Prior to joining Versant in 2017,
Michael served as a Managing
Director of Fortress Investment
Group, LLC., a firm he joined in 2009
having previously spent 10 years
with Deutsche Bank where he was
most recently a Managing Director
in the Institutional Client Group with
responsibility for the Bank’s largest
North American clients. Prior to
joining Deutsche Bank in 1999,
Michael served as Co-Head of
Mortgage Backed Securities Trading
at Lehman Brothers where he
started his career in 1986. Michael
graduated from St. Catherine’s
College, Cambridge University with

an undergraduate degree in
Engineering Science and a
postgraduate diploma in Computer
Science.

Michael George

J
im Frawley is a Columbia
University certified Executive
Coach and the Founder of

Bellwether, a company dedicated to
helping organizations and people
build resiliency, adapt to change and
thrive in rapidly shifting contexts.
Over his twenty-year career, he has
internationally created and
implemented corporate training
programs, complex marketing and
PR plans, business strategy and
administrative plans and
organizational re-designs. He has
worked with clients in eight countries
and thirty-nine states to date. 

A few years ago, Jim came to the
realization that he had a unique
capability in getting people to do
things they didn’t think they could.
After some experimentation on using
this capability for good or evil, he

decided on the good. (But not before
convincing an Irish cousin to swim in
the Hudson River.) He is the host of
the Bellwether Hub podcast, a big-
time reader, a small-time triathlete
and a full-time husband and father.

Jim Frawley

M
áire Murphy was born in Belfast and
moved first to Boston, USA in 1988.
Originally, she ran the Marketing

Department for the largest wine and spirits
wholesaler in New England then became the first
female to sell wine for them. 

In 1999 she moved to California where she first
worked for new internet start-up wine.com as a
buyer. In 2001 she, along with her husband, founded
Sin é Wine Company making wines from Sonoma
and Napa Valleys - one they even named Ben
Madigan, a nod to her former home. They sold the
company in 2006 and started making wine from
Napa Valley which they named Rua. In the process
her partner, Walt, invented a silicone cap to reseal

their wine and their new business CapaBunga®
was born. The response was overwhelming and as
a result 2013 was their last vintage of Rua. They
quickly understood they needed to develop the line
so calling on their industry experience and aware
of what the wine accessory industry lacked, they
invented one wine accessory or kitchen tool per
year for the next five years. 

At the end of 2018 they purchased a local
company producing canvas canteens, flasks and
totes thereby widening their portfolio and leading
to the invention of the Market Tote. They hold
several patents and their products have been well
received by the likes of Oprah Magazine, Goop
and Real Simple amongst many others. They are
now sold across the US and Canada and are
available in a number of other countries. Learn
more at www.capabunga.com

Maire Murphy
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HOMECOMING AMBASSADORS

M
ark Cousins is an Irish-Scottish director and
writer. His films – including The First
Movie, The Story of Film: An Odyssey, What

is This Film Called Love?, Life May Be, A Story of
Children and Film, Atomic, Stockholm My Love, I
am Belfast  and The Eyes of Orson Welles – have
premiered in Cannes, Berlin, Sundance and Venice
film festivals and have won the Prix Italia, a
Peabody, the Stanley Kubrick Award, the European
Film Award for innovation, and many other prizes.
He has filmed in Iraq, Sarajevo during the siege,
Iran, across Asia and in America in Europe. He has
honorary doctorates from the Universities of
Edinburgh and Stirling. 

Mark’s books include Imagining Reality: The

Faber Book of Documentary, The Story of Film and
The Story of Looking. They have been published
around the world. He has collaborated with Tilda
Swinton on innovative film event, and tried to find
new, passionate, filmic ways to explore his themes:
looking, cities, cinema, childhood, and recovery.  

He is the Chair of the Belfast Film Festival, a
Patron of the Edinburgh International Film Festival
and a board member of Michael Moore’s Traverse
City Film Festival. His new project, the 14 hour
documentary Women Make Film tries to rethink
cinema. It is narrated by Jane Fonda,Tilda Swinton,
Sharmila Tagore, Kerry Fox, Debra Winger, Adjoa
Andoh and Thandie Newton.  

He has walked across Los Angeles, Belfast,
Moscow, Beijing, London, Paris, Berlin, Dakar and
Mexico City.  He drove from Edinburgh to Mumbai,
and loves night swimming.

Mark Cousins

A
n experienced economic development
practitioner who has proudly represented
Northern Ireland internationally for over 30

years, initially in trade promotion and leading
business delegations, but more latterly as the Head
of Territory for India, Middle East and Africa; then
Asia Pacific and now Great Britain and Europe,
focusing on trade development, inward investment
and the promotion of Northern Ireland education.
Building and developing resources to support
Northern Ireland businesses and to raise Northern
Ireland's profile in international markets as a place
to do business; to invest; to visit and to study was
never a challenge. 

The passion and vision of colleagues; our
economic partners and our clients to make
Northern Ireland the place it is today has been
extraordinary. Helping large and small businesses

to succeed; watching Northern Ireland and Belfast
grow as a global recognized tech, cyber and legal
city and to see the influx of foreign students from
the work that you do is what drives me daily. Much
of that would not have been possible without the
international diaspora and its uniqueness - that
"friendly familiarity" makes it easy to bring people
together who are proud of a place, whether it's
Northern Ireland, Belfast, Derry/Londonderry,
Newry or Donaghadee. I was delighted to act as a
catalyst to bring together NI Connections in Dubai,
Hong Kong and Sydney. 

My latest venture is the development of the
Northern Ireland Hubs in Europe, in London,
Dublin and Brussels. It's an initiative that is
designed to offer meeting and event space for
Northern Ireland businesses and our partners, a
place to meet our local diaspora and to welcome
international visitors visiting these strategic cities
that are key to the future growth of the Northern
Ireland economy.

Barry Clarke

F
our-times EMMY Award winner Jamie Doran
has worked at the highest levels of television
film production over the past four decades,

with his films and series broadcast on virtually
every major channel throughout the world. He
spent over seven years as a producer at BBC
Television before establishing an independent
television company. 

Clover Films is today recognized as one of the
world’s leading documentary film companies.
Doran is normally to be found dodging bullets in
Afghanistan, Syria, Iraq, Yemen, Somalia, South
Sudan and further beyond. He’s been ambushed
by the Taliban, found himself in a firefight with
hundreds of ISIS fighters (who were just 50
metres away), been under bombing more times
than he cares to remember and even threatened
with hanging in Burma. 

His main area of interest is human rights in
conflict zones, particularly the wellbeing of
children. Films such as ‘The Dancing Boys of
Afghanistan’, ‘Opium Brides’ and ‘Pakistan’s
Hidden Shame’ have impacted the countries
involved, providing thousands of street children

with shelter and changing laws regarding their
protection. Doran’s recent history of the KGB, ‘The
Sword and the Shield’ (2019), has been
commended in media worldwide and other notable
historical films include STARMAN: The Truth Behind
the Legend of Yuri Gagarin, the highly acclaimed
biography of the first human being in space,
described by London Evening Standard critic Victor
Lewis Smith as 'television at its finest' (Doran also
co-wrote the book of the film, which has been
published in 13 languages); 2001: The Making of a
Myth, an analysis of Stanley Kubrick's epic movie
(bought after broadcast by Warner Brothers,
makers of the original movie); The Android
Prophecy, which studied the dangerous
advancements in robotic technology, comparing
the link between feature film director fantasy and
science reality; ‘Sudan: History of a Broken Land’
and Wasps & Witches, the heroic history of Soviet
and American female pilots of World War II. 

His film on the murder of Allende supporters in
Chile, ‘Skeletons Have Names’, has been
described as the “definitive film of the
Disappeared”, while ‘The Boy Who Started The
Syrian War’ has been recognized as the true
account of how that very complicated war began. 

In addition to the EMMY Awards, Doran has

won more than 30 major international awards,
including two DuPont-Columbia awards, the
broadcast equivalent of the Pulitzer Prize, and The
Peabody. He has also been recognized by the
United Nations Association on two occasions for
his work on behalf of children in conflict zones.

Jamie Doran



Bazaarvoice
Each month in the Bazaarvoice Network,
more than a billion consumers create, view,
and share authentic user-generated content
including reviews, questions and answers,
and social photos across more than 6,200 global brand and
retailer websites. From search and discovery to purchase and
advocacy, Bazaarvoice’s solutions help brands and retailers
reach in-market shoppers, personalize their experiences and
give them the confidence to buy. Founded in 2005,
Bazaarvoice is headquartered in Austin, Texas, with offices in
North America, Europe, Asia, and Australia. 
For more information, visit www.bazaarvoice.com/uk

Belfast City Council 
Belfast City Council is
NI’s largest local
authority, made up of 60
elected members,
representing nine
political parties.  

We have a civic leadership role to ensure a better quality of
life for our citizens and provide a number of services and
facilities including planning, parks and leisure, refuse and
recycling and community services.  

We also work to attract inward investment, build
international relations, deliver city centre regeneration,
promote culture and the arts, tourism, community and
economic development and regulate and license activities
relating to environmental health, consumer protection,
building and public safety.  We have a representative role on a
number of bodies and boards, including education and health;
and a consultative role in relation to functions conducted by
other government bodies and agencies on issues such as
planning, water, roads and housing. 

The council is developing the city’s first Local Development
Plan (LDP) to set out a 15 year framework to address Belfast’s
future economic and social needs. Complementing the LDP is
the Belfast Agenda 2035, the city’s first Community Plan,
which has established an agreed set of ambitious economic,
social and environmental outcomes between public agencies,
businesses and communities.   

We are also leading on plans for a transformative £1 billion
Belfast Region City Deal. This will see the UK Government
invest £350 million into the Belfast region, with a further co-
investment of upwards of £150 million from Belfast Region City
Deal partners and £350 million match funding from the NI
Executive. This investment will help strengthen the region’s
business offer in growth sectors such as life and health
sciences, the digital and creative industries, and advanced
manufacturing. It will also support next generation digital

capabilities, boost tourism and support the regeneration of our
region, underpinned by infrastructure developments and
investment in skills to connect people to jobs and services. 

Later this year, we will publish the city’s first Resilience
Strategy with more than 20 strategic programmes to reduce
emissions and protect the city from the effects of climate
change. For more information, go to www.belfastcity.gov.uk

datactics
Datactics is a fast-growing
software and services firm
specialising in the areas of data quality and matching, based in
the heart of Belfast. 

Our solutions help banks and government departments who
are saddled with very large, very messy sets of data to self-
serve for better quality data into functions such as regulatory
compliance or business intelligence and reporting. These areas
often struggle to solve their data quality problems with
traditional competitor tools that are focused on IT users, rather
than the business users Datactics seeks to empower. 

In the past few years we have recruited several major Tier 1
investment banks, information vendors, government
departments, retail banks and wealth management firms, all
using our software on long-term multi-year deals to drive up
the quality of their data assets. 

Our self-service platform requires no programming or
coding skill, with built-in intelligent automation and integration
to a wide array of data sources. The platform also enables Chief
Data Officers and Heads of Regulatory Reporting to measure
and report on their data quality; to match data across multiple
sources and systems to generate a "Single Customer View;"
and to remediate and fix that data. 
www.datactics.com

Dead Rabbit Whiskey 
Dead Rabbit Irish Whiskey
captures the spirit of one of the
most legendary Irish-American
gangs – dreamed, distilled and
matured in Dublin.  

This unique five year-old blend
features Irish malt and grain whiskey aged in oak and bourbon
casks, crafted by the Dublin Liberties Distillery, approved by
Jack McGarry and Sean Muldoon, founders of the Dead Rabbit
and global whiskey authorities. Part myth, part mayhem. This
whiskey is as smooth as a bare-knuckle boxer in a good suit. 
www.deadrabbitirishwhiskey.com
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sponsor BIOS
The leitmotif of the Belfast International Homecoming has consistently been our ‘bridge builders’, those members of our
diaspora forging and cementing connections amongst our global family. Amongst them are our sponsors who, at
Homecoming 2020, have allowed us to build a bridge between the parallel universes of separation and connection so that
the people of Belfast and our global family can safely travel from one to the other. Our message to them is replicated to you:
thank you for helping us reimagine, rebuild and reconnect.

https://www.bazaarvoice.com/uk/
www.belfastcity.gov.uk
https://www.datactics.com/
https://deadrabbitirishwhiskey.com
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Deloitte Northern Ireland 
We are problem solvers,
innovators, creators, thinkers
and doers. 

At Deloitte Belfast, we offer
high quality professional business services to help solve our
clients’ most complex problems. We offer consulting, tax, audit
and cyber services to a vast range of clients.  

We’re also a tech and human capital hub for the UK firm so
have a huge focus on cloud engineering, dev ops, software
engineering, testing, robotics, Oracle, SAP, system architecture
and delivery, analytics and cognitive technologies, while
providing organisation transformation, HR transformation, and
workforce transformation services. 

Being at the forefront of what’s new is all part of the day job
in our roles, so if that’s your passion then Belfast could be for
you. Large scale digital transformation projects for local, UK
and global clients are the norm, and we work with all sorts of
different clients across private, public and financial services
sectors.   
www.belfast.deloitte.co.uk

NI Connections 
At Northern Irish Connections,
we’re passionate about
celebrating and showcasing
what makes Northern Ireland a
great place to live, work, study, visit, invest and do business. 

We reach out to a global community of Northern Irish
abroad and friends of Northern Ireland. Our purpose is to
connect with the Northern Irish diaspora around the world and
unlock its talent and influence to advance the economic
prosperity of Northern Ireland.  We recognise that the global
Northern Irish community is one of our greatest assets; a rich
source of inspirational ambassadors for the region that spans
continents, industries and fields of expertise. Whether you’re
Northern Irish-born, have ancestral ties to the region or have a
strong affinity for Northern Ireland through education, travel or
business, connect today to become a member of the NI
Connections community and stay in touch with the latest good
news from this corner of the globe.  
www.niconnections.com

mrp
For enterprise organizations that
serve multiple geographies, lines of business or industries,
MRP Prelytix is the only ABM platform designed to give you
control of your data, visibility into your target market and scale
in the delivery of the highest impact engagement strategy.
Leading B2B sales and marketing organizations choose MRP
for our ability to deliver and measure revenue impact across a
half-dozen online and offline channels, our global workforce
with expertise across 100 countries and 20 languages and our
ability to simplify connections between insight and action
using the industry’s first application of real-time AI and
Machine Learning. Powered by Kx, Prelytix sits on top of the
fastest streaming analytics database in the world.
www.mrpfd.com 

Neueda
Neueda is an award-winning,
trusted partner to
international market leaders in the public sector, private sector
and capital markets. 

At Neueda, we provide digital solutions to enable our
customers to transform and improve the way they do business.
Founded in 2006, Neueda delivers large-scale, mission critical
software projects on a global scale. Services delivered include
enterprise integration, legacy system modernisation, data
services, right through to complex transformational projects. 

Neueda works tirelessly to build trust, respect and
partnership with its customers, employees and the
communities in which it operates. Ranked in the Great Place to
Work Awards 2020, Neueda takes pride in being easy to work
with, being responsive and investing in both employee and
customer success. 
www.neueda.com

The Community Foundation
for Northern Ireland 
The Community Foundation for Northern
Ireland is a local, independent charitable
trust that connects people who care with
causes that matter. Matching generous
people with important community causes,
the Foundation helps communities in
need, drives social change and changes
lives through effective giving and innovative programmes.

Community organisations across NI were often the first to
respond to Covid-19 in local areas with many working tirelessly
to support those most in need. Communities have adapted
services in line with government guidance and restrictions
whilst responding to new and emerging need as a result of the
pandemic. The Foundation is a proud supporter of communities
in NI and is working tirelessly in collaboration with other
funders to ensure flexible and appropriate responses to both
emergency and longer term need. To date over £4m has been
awarded to 800 communities through the Coronavirus Fund
and building back a better Northern Ireland.  
www.communityfoundationni.org

sponsor BIOS

For full schedule please click here.  

https://the-belfast-international-
homecoming.

heysummit.com/schedule

https://belfast.deloitte.co.uk
www.niconnections.com  
https://www.mrpfd.com/
https://www.neueda.com
https://communityfoundationni.org/
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/schedule/ 
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/schedule/ 
https://the-belfast-international-homecoming.heysummit.com/schedule/ 
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The Open University
Enabling people to change their lives
through learning, across Northern
Ireland. 

The only university in Northern Ireland
dedicated to distance learning, we are
open to people, places, methods and
ideas. We promote educational opportunity and social justice
by providing high-quality, university education to all who wish
to realise their ambitions and fulfil their potential.  

We are here to help individuals, local business, the
community and the economy of Northern Ireland. The Open
University is a unique university created over 50 years ago to
open up education to all. 

We are the experts in online learning and lead the way in
developing new and innovative teaching methods and
materials, opening learning to people of all ages and academic
backgrounds. 

The OU is the largest academic institution in the UK and a
world leader in flexible online learning. Since it began in 1969,
the OU has taught more than two million students worldwide
and has over 170,000 current students, including more than
7,000 students in 150 countries. 

Around 4,000 students study with The Open University
across Northern Ireland and cover every constituency in
Northern Ireland. We offer over 200 qualifications across 17
subject areas, many accredited by leading professional bodies. 
Visit: www.open.ac.uk
Regional website: www.open.ac.uk/northern-ireland 

Tourism Ireland 
Tourism Ireland is
responsible for marketing
the island of Ireland
overseas as a leading
vacation destination. 
www.tourismireland.com

Tourism NI 
Tourism NI is the national
development authority for
tourism in Northern Ireland and
is responsible for marketing to the Republic of Ireland and to
domestic tourists within Northern Ireland. Tourism NI is a non-
departmental public body of the Department for the Economy
and we work closely with other tourism bodies to help develop
the visitor economy here and to market Northern Ireland to
incoming visitors. Its mission is to provide strategic leadership
and work collaboratively to accelerate growth in tourism by
investing in tourism enterprise; the development of world-class
products, experiences and events; and the promotion of
Northern Ireland as a must-see destination to markets, which
offer the greatest potential for growth. 
www.tourismni.com

Belfast Harbour 
Belfast Harbour is Northern Ireland’s
principal maritime gateway, handling
over 70 per cent of the region’s
seaborne imports and exports.  It is
a key economic hub for logistics,
trade, tradeable services and tourism, with more than 24
million tonnes of cargo and over half a million freight
vehiclespassing through the Port annually. 

Belfast Harbour is home to a vibrant mix of 760 businesses,
with 27,000 people working across multiple sectors, including
commercial and residential real estate, film studios, ICT, R&D,
heavy engineering and aerospace firms. The 2,000-acre
Harbour Estate hosts more than five million annual visits,
including 1.6 million ferry and cruise ship passengers.  

Belfast Harbour is a major contributor to Northern Ireland’s
economy and as a Trust Port and one of the region’s most
significant infrastructure developers, all profits are re-invested
for the long-term benefit of its customers and wider society.  In
the past 10 years it has invested over £290m in port
infrastructure and estate regeneration.   

In 2019 Belfast Harbour committed £115.7m in further
investment in strategically significant projects to help deliver
its vision of becoming the best regional port and an iconic
waterfront for Belfast.  

Belfast Harbour plays a key role in keeping daily life in
Northern Ireland moving and its critical role in keeping
essential goods and supply chains flowing smoothly during the
current pandemic is evidence of that.  
www.belfast-harbour.co.uk

Irish Business Organization
of New York 

The Irish Business
Organization Of New York is a
not-for-profit, non-
denominational organization
which seeks to promote, foster
and advance the business interests of Irish and Irish American
business people in the tri-state area and beyond. Founded in
1973 the Irish Business Organization of New York, Inc. is
chartered to: encourage, increase and further the business
interests of its members; promote and facilitate networking
opportunities for its members; conduct meetings, discussions,
and seminars of interest to its members; sponsor a guest
speaker program, lectures, and social events throughout the
year; promote programs designed to improve the economic,
intellectual, and social status of its members. 

The IBO provides a valuable forum for Irish and Irish
American business people via its regular networking meetings
and other events and initiatives. Our mission is encapsulated in
our motto: Network, Communicate and Reciprocate. 
www.ibonewyork.org

sponsor BIOS

http://www.open.ac.uk/northern-ireland/
http://www.open.ac.uk/northern-ireland/
https://www.tourismireland.com
https://tourismni.com
https://www.belfast-harbour.co.uk
https://www.ibonewyork.org
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Call 028 9032 3722
Email northern-ireland@open.ac.uk
Visit open.ac.uk
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 THE WHISPERING
‘WHAT IF’ THAT 
WANTS TO

AMBITION:

CHANGE YOUR
 WORLD

YOUR AMBITION. OUR MISSION.
SET YOURS FREE
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1 October 2020

1:00pm • Legal Symposium:
Professional Pathways in Law. From Belfast to Beyond.
Eilis Ferran, Lee-Anne Mulholland, Niall Murphy, Jack Anderson
& Bronagh Kelly
University of Cambridge, Google, KRW Law, Professor and 
Director of Sports Law Studies & Woodburn and Wedge

6:00 pm • Celebrating New Neighbours: In these turbulent
times, we give thanks to ten exceptional individuals from other
places who have made Belfast their home. Supported by Neueda 
Fatuma Maallin, Neil Shawcross, Sabine Kalke, Khalid Khan, 
M. Satish Kumar, Donna Nalongo Namukasa, Joseph Ricketts, 
Barbara Snowarska, Rev. Brent van der Linde & Koulla Yiasouma
Northern Ireland Somali association (NISA), Belfast City Council, 
School of Natural and Built Environment, QUB, LORAG, African House,
African and Caribbean Support Organisation Northern Ireland, Polish
Language, Culture, and Affairs & Commissioner For Children and 
Young People

2 October 2020

8:00am • Belfast Calling
Máirtín Ó Muilleoir
Managing Director, Belfast Media Group

8:05am • Health Topping the Bill: A roadmap to safely 
opening our major venues, festivals and arenas.
Shane Dunne, Robert Fitzpatrick, Sarah Fraser, 
Kevin Gamble & Bronagh McFeely
Indiependance Festival, The Odyssey Trust, 
Quinnipiac University, Féile an Phobail & The Lyric Theatre

8:45am • Ray O'Hanlon in conversation with John Fitzpatrick
John Fitzpatrick & Ray O'Hanlon
Fitzpatrick Hotel Group, New York & The Irish Echo

9:00am • Welcome
Seamus Cushley
VP Research & Development, Site Lead, Belfast, Bazaarvoice

9:05am • Welcome Message
Arlene Foster MLA, First Minister

9:10am • Welcome Message
Michelle O’Neill MLA, Deputy First Minister

9:20am • Opening Message: Resetting Tourism
Minister Diane Dodds, Department for the Economy

9:25am • Keynote: Resetting Tourism
John McGrillen, CEO, Tourism NI

9:40am • Coming Back Stronger, Better - and Different?
Tourism 2020-2015
Brian Ambrose, Howard Hastings, David Shepherd, 
Rachael McGuickin, Stephen McNally & Tina O'Dwyer
George Best Belfast City Airport, Hastings Hotel Group,
Aer Lingus, Visit Belfast, Dalata Hotel Group & The Tourism Space

10:05am • Pandemic Gamechanger: Record Numbers of
Staycationers Overnighted in Belfast this summer – 
Will They Keep Coming?
Lord Dafydd Elis-Thomas MS, Orla Noonan, Kathryn Thomson, 
Niall Gibbons, Judith Owens & Joanne Stuart
Wales, Stena Line, National Museums NI, Tourism Ireland, 
Titanic Belfast & NI Tourism Alliance

10:35am • Surviving the Storm: How Can We Help our Tourism
& Hospitality Businesses Hold On?
Harry Connolly, Brian Doherty, Eamonn Elliott, Claire Kieran,
Caroline McComb & Niall McKenna
Fáilte Feirste Thiar, Old Triangle Irish Alehouse, Malmaison,
Belfast Traditional Music Trial, McCombs Coach Travel & 
James St South

11:05am • Keynote: Resetting Communities
Minister Carál Ní Chuilín
Department for Communities

11:25am • Will Resetting Communities Mean More 
Than Just a Return to the Status Quo?
Cllr Nichola Bradley, Natasha Brennan, Martin Connolly, 
Debbie Hammill, Joy Hayden & Christine Quinn
North Belfast Foodbank, LORAG, Poleglass Community
Association, Sally Gardens, South Belfast Alternatives, Urban
Villages Initiative - The Executive Office & WIN

11:55am • Opening Message: Encouraging Education,
Challenging Stereotypes
Dame Jocelyn Bell Burnell DBE FRS
Visiting Professor of Astrophysics, Department of Astrophysics,
Oxford University

12:00pm • Resetting Queens: Keynote
Ian Greer
Vice-Chancellor, QUB

12:15pm • Can Queen’s University Belfast 
Drive The Regional Recovery Post-Covid?
Marty T. Meehan, John D'Arcy, Prof Emma Flynn, 
Paul Little & Marie-Therese McGivern
University of Massachusetts, Open University, Ireland, 
QUB, City of Glasgow College & Titanic Foundation

12:55pm • Tech’s Time: Can Belfast’s Technology Companies
Lead an Inclusive Recovery?
Jayne Brady, Kevin Cunningham, Seamus Cushley 
& Stuart Harvey
Belfast City Council, MRP, Bazaarvoice & Datactics

1:20pm • Resetting Tech: Can the City Centre Survive While
Once-Bustling Tech Offices Lie Empty?
Sarah Delude, Christopher McCracken, Brendan Monaghan,
Brendan Mooney & Emma Walker
City of Boston, Linen Quarter Bid, Neueda, Kainos & 
Associate Director

HOMECOMING SCHEDULE
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HOMECOMING SCHEDULE
1:45pm • Bazaarvoice: The Journey to Belfast
Keith Nealon & Mary McKenna, Bazaarvoice

2:15pm • Keynote: Reaching Out
Jackie Henry, Senior Partner, Deloitte

2:35pm • Emerging from Lockdown, How Do We Build
Momentum For Real Progress?
Mayor Kathy Sheehan, Suzanne Wylie, Mark Hackett, 
Jackie Henry & Rosemary Stalker
Albany, NY, Belfast City Council, Hackett Hall McKnight
Architects, Deloitte & Invest NI

3:00pm • The Covid Struggle Around the Globe through the
Eyes of our Belfast Expats
Dominic MacSorley, Prof. Martin Connolly, Georgina Doran,
Stephen Graham, Síofra Healy, Neil McKay & Leanne Ross
Concern Worldwide, Tsurumi University, Yokohama, Graham
Education Business Consulting, Shanghai, Community Foundation
NI & Otago Polytechnic

3:30pm • DISPATCHES
Mayor Martin J. Walsh & Alderman Frank McCoubrey
Belfast City Council

3:40pm • Challenging Times: Providing the Fiscal Firepower to
Fight the Pandemic
Betty T. Yee, Thomas P. DiNapoli, Marie Doyle & Conor Murphy
State of California, New York State, Deloitte & Stormont Executive

4:05pm • Knocked Down but Getting Up Again: 
Tips for Surviving the Pandemic
Anita Farmer, John Lee, Samuel Lynas, Alison McCrudden, 
Brian Moran & Rob Walsh
AF Consultancy Ireland Limited, Irish Business Organisation, 
Haru Ltd, Brassneck Youth, Brian Moran & Associates &
Manhattan College, New York

4:55pm • Final Voice
Oliver Jeffers, Artist

6:00pm • Belfast International Homecoming 
Ambassador Medal Presentations
Mark Cousins, Jamie Doran, Keith Nealon, Brett Carey, Barry Clarke,
Barry Corr, Kevin Davis, Anita Farmer, Lynette Fay, Jim Frawley, 
Michael George, Geraldine Gilliland, Maura Kelly, Eugene Mullan, 
Máire Murphy, John O'Donoghue & Eileen Scully
Clover Films, Bazaarvoice, Kalo Physical Therapy, Invest Northern
Ireland, Irish Australian Chamber of Commerce, AF Consultancy Ireland
Limited, BBC Radio Ulster, Host, Bellwether Hub, Senior Advisor,
Consultant & Emmy-winning Producer, Director, CapaBunga, 
OTR Global & The Rising Tides



Bazaarvoice is based around a simple
truth: When people talk to each other,
they buy stuff. And technology has
given people more opportunities to
connect with products and brands
than ever before.
Bazaarvoice helps hundreds of millions of shoppers around the world make more
informed and confident purchase decisions by creating a place where they can
share their opinions, questions and experiences about the products they buy and
the brands they love.

Authentic shopper-generated reviews are the #1 most used and trusted content
when consumers decide what to buy. Bazaarvoice is the leading provider of
solutions that allow retailers and brands to obtain and use this content in their
businesses to increase sales, build customer loyalty and increase profits.

Our solutions allow you to leverage the voice of your customers by creating online
social communities that encourage authentic conversations about your brand,
putting digital word-of-mouth directly on your site.

We also provide the tools that allow you to translate this user-generated content
into actionable insights that drive improvements in marketing, sales, customer
service, and product development. We then syndicate that content across the web
and through the channel to reach shoppers at every point in the purchase path.

We think our name says it best—Bazaarvoice—we give shoppers and sellers a voice
in the new marketplace. We bring everyone together to have a conversation. We
set the table and make the tea. You just have to sit down
and say hello.

Visit the below to see if you’d like to get involved.

www.bazaarvoice.com/careers

https://www.bazaarvoice.com/uk/

